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1995 aerial photo of Tate Island mitigation site 
(USGS image from Microsoft TerraServer) 
 
 
Contact 
Glenn Covington, Project Biologist 
Email:  William.g.covington@usace.army.mil 
Phone:  816-983-3141 
 
Location 
Two miles east of the city of Portland, in Callaway 
and Montgomery Counties, Missouri. 
 
Description 
This mitigation site is 423 acres in size.  It is located 
at river miles 113 to 110 on the left descending 
bank of the Missouri river near the Morrison Bend.  
The site contains 4 islands separated by a braided 
side channel.   
 
Tate Island was purchased from a private willing 
seller in 1998.  The site has no existing structures, 
roads, or buildings.  The island has seen little 
historic use and therefore is relatively undisturbed 
native habitat.  The site contains excellent shallow 
water, island sandbar complex, and bottomland 
hardwood areas.   
 
The islands are made up of forested and scrub-shrub 
wetlands.  The dominant tree species is the 
Cottonwood.  Entering the side channel from the 

landside are Tavern and Little Tavern Creeks.  This 
interaction of the side channels with the tributary 
creeks makes this mitigation site a unique area 
along the river. 
 
Current Status  
No construction is planned for the site at this time, 
however opportunities to complete shoreline and/or 
within river improvements to increase and diversify 
the riverine habitats at this site may be undertaken 
in the future.  The Corps of Engineers will continue 
to maintain and operate the river dikes at this 
location to keep the braided side channels open and 
active.  Land management of the site is being 
performed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation.   

 
Aerial view at timbered islands, May 04 
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