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Outlet of the constructed chute, May 2004. 
 
 
Contact 
Bob Dimmit, Site Project Manager 
Email:  robert.g.dimmit@usace.army.mil 
Phone:  816-983-3468 
 
 
Location 
14 miles West of Columbia in Cooper County, 
Missouri. 
 
 
Description 
The Overton Bottoms North (OBN) mitigation site 
is located on the right descending bank of the 
Missouri River at river miles 188 to 185.   The site 
is bounded on the east by Interstate 70.  Located 
directly across the interstate is the Overton South 
mitigation site, and across the river is the Diana 
Bend Conservation Area.   
 
The OBN site consists of 1,687 acres of land 
purchased from private willing sellers by both the 
Corps of Engineers and US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS).  With implementation of the 
mitigation at this site, former agricultural lands have 
been taken out of production and native grasses and 
trees have been planted.   

In 2001, the Corps constructed a chute at the OBN 
site.  The chute was approximately 40 feet wide and 
only passed flows during high river stages.  In 2003, 
the Corps widened the chute to 70 feet and 
deppened the entire length so that the chute now has 
water all year long.  Also at this site, the Corps 
modified the dike structures in 2003-2004 within 
the Missouri River to create shallow water habitat 
opportunities for native big river fishes. 
 
 
Current Status 
The OBN mitigation site has been turned over to the 
USFWS to manage as part of the Big Muddy 
National Wildlife Refuge.  The USFWS has 
implemented low maintenance operation plans for 
the area and plans to let the land recover to pre-
agricultural conditions on its own.  The Corps and 
USFWS will continue monitoring the chute and 
other habitats at the site to assure their 
development.  OBN is available to the public for a 
variety of outdoor activities including hiking, 
fishing, bird watching, and hunting when in season.   
 
 

 
Shallow water riverine habitat within the dike field 
along the banks of the mitigation site, May 2004. 


	Current Status

