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Backwater area at the Louisville Bend site 
 
    
Contact 
Mike Barnes, Project Manager 
Email:  micheal.j.barnes@usace.army.mil 
Phone:  402-221-4605 
 
Location 
3 miles west of Blencoe, Monona County, Iowa. 
 
Description 
The Louisville Bend site is located on 1,096 acres 
of land owned and operated by the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. The area is 
adjacent to the left descending bank of the Missouri 
River, at river miles 682 and 685.    
 
The chute at Louisville Bend was closed in 
conjunction with the Missouri River Bank 
Stabilization and Navigation Project (BSNP). 
Construction of the BSNP used dikes and 
revetments to cut off the side channel across bend in 
the Missouri River.  The main project elements for 
the mitigation at this site is re-establishing the open 
water and floodplain habitat at this site. 
 

In order to reconnect the land with the river, 
controlled openings were constructed at the inlet 
and outlet of the closed chute.  Because the 
constructed side channel is at a higher elevation 
than the adjacent river, a pump was also installed at 
the inlet to pump in water during periods of low 
river flows.  Water in the constructed chute is 
maintained by the regulating the outlet. 
 
Restoration of this area was completed in 1995.  
This site contains 270 acres of open water and is 
managed as a waterfowl attraction area.   
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources is 
continuing operation and management of the 
constructed features.  No motor vehicles are 
allowed on the site, but public foot access is 
available.  This site can be used for a variety of 
outdoor activities including fishing, bird watching, 
hiking and hunting when in season.   
 
Current Status 
This project was completed in 1995.  It has been 
operational since that time and continues to function 
as planned providing 270 acres of valuable shallow 
water fish and waterfowl habitat.  
 

 
Aerial view of the backwater areas and vegetation 
re-establishing at the Louisville Bend site. 


