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RATHBUN LAKE, Iowa - Southern Iowa was hit with heavy rains Thursday night into 
Friday morning causing extensive flooding south of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Rathbun Lake.  
 
Although Rathbun Lake received 12.34 inches of precipitation overnight, Lake Manager 
William Duey said the lake will not release water until uncontrolled floodwater 
downstream has receded. “The Dam and Reservoir are performing as designed,” said 
Duey. “When there's heavy rain and the risk of flooding, runoff and water from swollen 
rivers are stored in Rathbun’s flood pool zone to help minimize flooding downstream.” 
 
According to Duey, flooding below Rathbun Lake was caused by floodwaters from creeks 
flowing directly into the Chariton River downstream of the lake. 
 
Early Friday afternoon the lake level increased about 4 feet from the previous day. As of 
Friday Morning, Rathburn Lake is expected to increase 4 feet by Monday, Aug 27. 
“Conditions on the ground are evaluated daily to ensure we provide the public with the 
most accurate estimate of conditions affecting the lake,” said Duey. 
 
The Corps of Engineers staff was busy conducting routine monitoring of the dam, moving 
boat ramp courtesy docks and adjusting swimming beach lines. Only a few roads at the 
lake project were being closed. No camping sites had to be closed. 
 
Some roads and bridges in other parts of the county were damaged from swollen creeks 
after the torrential downpour that occurred early Friday morning. “This was a big rainfall 
event for the lake, but actually not the worst we have seen,” said Duey.  
 
“The most significant inflow on record happened in September 1992 when most of the 
Rathbun Lake watershed received 16 inches of rain in about 5 hours,” said Duey. “That 
caused the lake to jump up over 15 feet in less than 48 hours." 
 
For the past 100 years, the Kansas City District has been providing flood damage 
reduction and related support to the heartland. For more information, call the Kansas City 
District Public Affairs Office at (816) 389-3486. www.nwk.usace.army.mil 
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