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New Commander for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City 
District 
 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. –Col. Roger A. Wilson Jr., assumed command of the Kansas City District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, on July 9, 2007, succeeding Col. Michael A. Rossi. The formal change of command 
ceremony was held at the Liberty Memorial Museum in Kansas City, Mo.  
 
Among the hundreds in attendance were: Northwestern Division Commander Brig. Gen. Gregg F. Martin; 
commanders from sister Corps districts; congressional, state and local representatives; representatives 
from Tribal Nations, Corps partners and other federal agencies; Kansas City District employees, and friends 
and family. 
 
The Kansas City District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is celebrating a century of vision, achievement and 
service to the nation. The district carries a long tradition throughout the heartland in both civil works and 
military missions. Kansas City District was established in 1907 to improve navigation on the Missouri River. 
Before its establishment, the Corps’ presence in the region involved snagging and clearing operations to 
remove debris in the Missouri River.  
 
Today, the district manages a program in excess of $800 million and is one of the most diverse in the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, performing both civil works and military missions, and works to clean up 
hazardous, toxic and radioactive waste (HTRW). The district is one of five districts comprising the 
Northwestern Division. 
 
The district is a diverse mix of civilian and military technical disciplines that hold degrees from 
undergraduate level to Ph.D. Their expertise includes a host of civilian and military disciplines, ranging from 
engineering to architecture, biology to chemistry, and water resources to safety. Some of the civilian and 
military disciplines with specialized federal government experience include contracting, sociology, legal 
counsel, urban and community planning, real estate appraisal and acquisition, economics, archaeology, 
and mobilization planning. 
 
Currently nearly a dozen Heartland Engineers are serving voluntary tours in Iraq and Afghanistan as part of 
the reconstruction missions of Operation Iraqi and Enduring Freedom. This is in addition to those who have 
served in hurricane recovery efforts along the Gulf Coast here in the United States. 
 
Col. Wilson, a native of Tennessee and South Carolina, comes to the district from his last assignment in 
Washington, D.C., where he served as the Engineer Assignment Officer.  
 
Col. Wilson is a licensed Professional Engineer. He has also attended Engineer Officer Basic and 
Advanced Courses, the Combined Arms Service Staff School, and the Command and General Staff 
College. 
 
Colonel Wilson and his wife, Susan, have three children.  
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