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KANSAS CITY, Mo. – Keep yourself safe on the water this Labor Day, say water experts 

from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The Corps expects thousands of visitors to its lake projects over the holiday weekend. Gary 

Foster, a water safety expert for the Corps’ Kansas City District, said that means obeying boating 

rules, wearing personal flotation devices and avoiding excess alcohol consumption. 

Eight people died in Kansas City District Lakes in 2004. 

Foster stressed the following facts to ensure a safe holiday weekend: 

 
• Nationally, more than 700 people die in boating-related accidents annually. 

 
• Statistically an estimated one-half of all accidents and fatalities that occur on the water 

involve alcohol.   
 

• It only takes 20 seconds for a drowning to occur, so keep a watchful eye on children at all 
times. 

 
• Life jackets are sized by weight and chest size and should be tried on before purchasing to 

assure a proper fit for the person that will be wearing it. A life jacket should be snug around 
the torso, and when lifting on the shoulder straps, should not come past the bottom of the 
ears. 

 
• Nearly, nine out of ten victims who drown were not wearing a life jacket.   
 
• The Personal Watercraft Industry Association estimates there are 1.3 million personal 

watercraft in operation across the country, and 45 percent of all boating accidents involve 
personal watercraft. 

 
• The Corps encourages all visitors to enjoy the remaining summer season and to visit our 

rangers on-site for assistance when needed. 
 

“Thousands of boaters are expected to flock to our lakes this Labor Day weekend, and we 

want to ensure everyone’s visit is enjoyable and safe,” Foster said.  “The best way for everyone to 

enjoy this holiday season is to not drink and boat and to remember life jackets before heading out 

on the water.” 
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