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MEMORANDUM FOR: file  
 
SUBJECT:  Fish removal subject to dewater 
 
 
1. This memo aims to insure regulatory compliance and consistency in public information regarding the 

removal of fish from the outlet channel during the dewater operation. 
 

2. KDWP&T and USACE resources can no longer facilitate the sorting necessary to meet regulatory 
requirements for taking fish through non-traditional methods.  Additionally, we do not anticipate a 
large kill that would necessitate a salvage order permitting the non-traditional taking of fish.  
Furthermore, the potential spread of nuisance aquatic species through the movement of fish between 
water bodies would be inconsistent with sound environmental stewardship practices. 

 
3. This procedure will result in two notable changes from previous years: 

 
a. The taking of fish from trucks, nets, or other containers is not permitted.  All fish must be 

caught by traditional, legal means (hook & line for sport fish, or net casting for bait fish). 
 

b. The taking of dead fish is not permitted.  Small quantities of dead fish will be left 
downstream for scavengers.  Should a large kill occur; dead & dying fish will be removed 
and buried. 

 
4. This procedure is consistent with state , USF&W, and Title 36.  Violations are subject to enforcement 

including substantial fine. 
 

5. Public resistance is anticipated; however sanctions to meet anticipated demands are not available.  To 
avoid strengthening the opposition, a press release is not recommended at this time.  This message is 
best communicated on an individual basis.  Enclosed are Frequently Asked Questions to assist in 
communicating this to the public. 

 
6. Point of contact for this information is Corps of Engineers Park Manager Melissa Bean, available at 

785-539-8511 ext. 3171 or Melissa.J.Bean@usace.army.mil.  Questions specific to regulatory 
guidance should be directed to KDWP&T. 

 
 
  
 Melissa Bean 
 Park Manager 
Encl Tuttle Creek Lake 
  



 

 

F.A.Q 
FISH REMOVAL DURING DEWATER 

 
Q: When will you be moving fish? 
A: Roughly 3 days after pumping of the outlet channel begins.  Fish removal is one step in a complex, 
dynamic procedure with many moving parts.  We cannot schedule exactly when it will occur. 
 
Q: What are you doing with them? 
A: Fish will be removed from the outlet channel and immediately trucked downstream and released in the 
river channel.  We expect this to be accomplished by multiple loads over the course of approximately 4 
hours. 
 
Q: How can I get some of the fish? 
A: Fish may only be removed if collected by hook & line, per KDWP&T regulations.  For everyone’s 
safety, fishing will not be permitted near trucks or equipment during offload. 
 
Q: When will you be sorting fish? 
A:  We will not be sorting any fish.  All fish will be transported and released downstream. 
 
Q: What are you doing with the dead fish? 
A:  A small number of dead fish can be expected with any transport operation.  These fish will be left to 
scavengers downstream.  We do not anticipate a large kill, but if one occurs the fish will be removed and 
buried. 
 
Q: Why can’t I take the dead fish? 
A: We will not be sorting fish (dead from dying, sport from non-sport, native from nuisance, etc.).  
Furthermore, a salvage order/permit has not been issued for this operation.  Bottom line - removal of any 
dead fish from the disposal site cannot be accommodated. 
 
Q: Last time you allowed _________.  Why can’t we do the same? 
A: The labor/time intensive costs associated with sorting fish no longer allow us to meet the regulatory 
requirements to allow for their removal.  Additionally the movement of fish is inconsistent with our intent 
to minimize the spread of nuisance aquatic species 
 
Q: Are you going to donate fish to stocking programs? 
A: No, all fish will be released in the river channel downstream. 
 
 


