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Enclosure 1  September 2009 Email from Regulatory to State and Federal Agencies Requesting Input 
Regarding the Potential Extension of the Dredging Permits 
 

 

Wheeler, Cody S NWK 
From: Wheeler, Cody S NWK 
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2009 1:47 PM 
To: 'Jane_Ledwin@fws.gov'; Johnson, Vicky MVS External Stakeholder; 'Carrie Schulte'; 'Scott 
Satterthwaite'; 'James Larson'; Brown, Doyle MVS External Stakeholder; 'tweston@kshs.org'; 
Deel, Judith MVS External Stakeholder; 'Shepard.Larry@epamail.epa.gov'; 
'Cothern.Joe@epamail.epa.gov'; 'Landewe.Rebecca@epamail.epa.gov'; Frerker, Charles F 
MVS 
Subject: Missouri River Commercial Dredging EIS and interim permit extension 
All of you should already be aware that in August 2007 the Kansas City and St. Louis Districts issued a decision 
regarding all commercial dredging operations on the Missouri 
River. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment for 
government funded or authorized actions that would have less than significant environmental impacts and an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for those actions that could have significant environmental impacts. In August 
2007, we issued an interim Finding of No Significant Impacts (FONSI) for Missouri River commercial dredging permit 
applications by imposing restrictions designed to minimize the potential for significant impacts associated with bed 
degradation. These restrictions included reducing dredging in the most severely degrading reaches, excluding dredging 
near critical habitat and infrastructure, freezing extraction limits in all remaining reaches, monitoring and reporting of 
dredging activity, studying the problem to identify sustainable dredging thresholds and completing an EIS before the 
permits could be reissued at the end of 2009. At the time we thought that was a feasible deadline for the EIS. However, 
due to various delays the contractor's latest schedule showed the EIS would not be completed until March 2011. That is 
unacceptable to us and we have told the currently authorized dredgers and the third-party contractor that by 30 
September 2009 they must resolve any problems and provide a plan to have the EIS completed by the end of 2010 or 
we would let their current permits expire on December 31, 2009 and would deny without prejudice their applications 
for new permits. In anticipation of receiving an acceptable plan, I am currently working with our River Engineering, 
Geo Tech, and Levee Safety people to determine what additional restrictions will be required to extend the FONSI 
statement and permits in the interim period and will let you know our strategy when I can. At this time I can say that I 
anticipate additional restrictions in location and tonnage for the Kansas City reach but probably not many if any 
additional restrictions elsewhere. We have not yet decided whether to extend the permits for 6 months or 12. At this 
point I am requesting your input regarding the potential 6 to 12 month interim extension of the existing dredging 
permits in January 2010. Later this month or early in October I will advise you of our proposed permit conditions and 
request concurrence with our determination regarding endangered species and cultural resource impacts and request 401 
certification. 
 
Cody Wheeler 
Regulatory Project Manager 
Regulatory Branch 
Kansas City District Corps of Engineers 
816-389-3739 
816-389-2032 (FAX) 
http://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/regulatory/regulatory.htm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Complete our Regulatory Service Survey at: 
http://per2.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Enclosure 2 Request for FWS Concurrence that Extending the Permits is Not Likely to Affect 
Threatened or Endangered Species
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Enclosure 3  FWS Concurrence that the Proposed Extension will Not Adversely Affect the Pallid 
Sturgeon
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Enclosure 4  Request for KDHE Section 401 Water Quality Certificate for Extending the Permit 
through 2010 
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Enclosure 5  KDHE Section 401 Water Quality Certification for Extending the Permit through 
2010 
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Enclosure 6  Request for MDNR Section 401 Water Quality Certificate for Extending the 
Permit through 2010 
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Enclosure 7  MDNR Section 401 Water Quality Certification for Extending the Permit through 
2010 
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