
Kansas City Intermodal Facility Project

APPENDIX A: Letters of Support and Endorsement

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009

TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT GENERATING ECONOMIC RECOVERY

“TIGER”

DISCRETIONARY GRANT APPLICATION

 Emporia Regional Development
Association

 Kansas City Area Development Council
 Leavenworth County Development

Corporation
 Southwest Johnson County Economic

Development Corporation
 KC SmartPort
 National Retail Federation
 Retail Industry Leaders Association
 Waterfront Coalition
 Coleman Company
 Colliers International
 GBA Architects Engineers
 Grubbs & Ellis
 Kansas City Power & Light
 Kessinger Hunter
 McAninch Corporation
 Miles Excavating

 Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson
 Kansas Lt. Governor Troy Findley
 US Senator Sam Brownback
 US Senator Pat Roberts
 US Representative Dennis Moore
 US Representative Jerry Moran
 Kansas Legislative Delegation—Johnson

County
 Kansas Senator Karin Brownlee
 City of Edgerton
 City of Gardner Mayor David Drovetta
 Mid-America Regional Council
 De Soto Chamber of Commerce
 Greater Kansas City Chamber of

Commerce
 Greater Topeka Chamber of

Commerce
 Louisburg Chamber of Commerce
 Paola Chamber of Commerce
 Johnson County Parks and Recreation

District
 Miami County Board of

Commissioners

b814630
Stamp

b814630
Stamp





 

 

 

 

September 14, 2009 

 

 

 

The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood, Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Attn: Joel Szabat, Deputy Secretary for Transportation Policy 

 

Sent via email to:  TIGERGrants@dot.gov 

 

Re: TIGER Discretionary Grant Application for the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Intermodal        

Facility 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood:  

 

I am pleased to write a letter supporting the Kansas Department of Transportation’s (KDOT) 

application for a TIGER grant to help fund the new Burlington Northern Santa Fe Intermodal 

Facility.  

 

KDOT is seeking this grant because of the significant economic benefits the construction and 

operation of this facility will bring to Kansas and the Kansas City region.  The estimated 

economic impact includes 12,180 new jobs in Johnson County totaling $6.6 billion in wage 

impacts and a sales impact of approximately $1.5 billion annually.   In addition to quickly 

creating jobs and stimulating rapid increases in economic activity, this facility would also 

improve the efficient delivery of freight by rail transportation.   

 

If selected, this project will not only bring significant economic benefit to Kansas and the region, 

but it will reduce congestion and emissions by shifting more goods from truck to rail.  It is for 

these reasons that I write you this letter in support of KDOT’s application for funding of this 

important intermodal project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark Parkinson 

Governor of Kansas  































 
 
 
 
September 14, 2009 
 
Deb Miller, Secretary 
Kansas Department of Transportation 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS  66603-3745 
 
Re:  Kansas City Intermodal Facility 

TIGER Discretionary Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Miller: 
 
As the U.S. Department of Transportation considers applications for the Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant program, the Mid-America Regional Council wishes to 
convey support for the Kansas City Intermodal Facility as identified in MARC’s Regional Freight Outlook, a 
plan for future freight investments in metropolitan Kansas City. 
 
KDOT’s application for the Kansas City Intermodal Facility reflects an important element of the region’s 
overall freight and logistics strategy.  The State of Kansas, BNSF Railroad, and a number of community 
partners have worked effectively to plan for and develop the Kansas City Intermodal Facility.  The facility 
would serve as an integral link in the goods movement supply chain by improving intermodal connectivity for 
the nation’s heartland to ports and other major markets, and would bring more efficiency to the region’s and the 
nation’s rail system, a cost-effective, fuel efficient, and environmentally-sound land transportation mode for 
moving the nation’s freight.  MARC also appreciates the commitment of BNSF to implement strategies at the 
facility to minimize impacts to the region’s air quality and public health. 
 
Implementation of the proposed project will contribute toward completion of a significant element of the 
region’s freight strategy, and will provide enhancement of the region’s transportation system.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
David A. Warm 
Executive Director 
 

 







 

World Trade Center -- Greater Kansas City 2600 Commerce Tower  �  911 Main Street 

  Kansas City, Missouri 64105-2049 

  816/221-2424  �  FAX 816/221-7440  �  www.kctrade.com 

September 8, 2009 

 

Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 

LETTER OF SUPPORT --  KDOT’S TIGER GRANT APPLICATION: 

    KANSAS CITY INTERMODAL FACILITY 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

This letter expresses The Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce, 

World Trade Center’s support for the Kansas Department of 

Transportation’s (KDOT) application to secure TIGER Discretionary 

Grant funds for the Kansas City Intermodal Facility (KCIMF).  KCIMF 

would be a state-of-the-art intermodal facility located in the 

nation’s heartland on one of the most heavily utilized corridors for 

interstate commerce and international trade in the United States -- 

BNSF’s Transcontinental route from Los Angeles to Chicago.  KCIMF 

would be located adjacent to a new separate and independent 560-acre 

logistics development, the Logistics Park Kansas City (LPKC) 

proposed by The Allen Group. KCIMF would serve as an integral link 

in the goods movement supply chain by improving intermodal 

connectivity for the nation’s heartland to ports and other major 

markets.   KCIMF  would deliver immediate and lasting improvement to 

the efficiency of rail -- the most cost-effective, fuel efficient, 

and environmentally-sound land transportation mode for moving the 

nation’s freight.   

 

Among its direct benefits, KCIMF would: 

 
� Deliver direct productivity improvements to the heartland of 

the United States by reducing truck congestion, air emissions 
and fuel usage while improving distribution center operations.  

� Leverage a $50 million public investment to stimulate $200 
million in private investment to advance a nationally and 
regionally significant rail intermodal operation.  



 

World Trade Center -- Greater Kansas City 2600 Commerce Tower  �  911 Main Street 

  Kansas City, Missouri 64105-2049 

  816/221-2424  �  FAX 816/221-7440  �  www.kctrade.com 

� Improve goods movement to and from Midwest distribution 
centers -- assuring a competitive supply chain that will 
support regional and national businesses’ ability to grow and 
add sustainable jobs.  

� Employ electric wide-span cranes, Automatic Gate Systems and 
other innovative and efficient equipment and technology to 
provide for the most efficient, low-emissions operations 
possible. 

 

Among the indirect benefits, KCIMF will provide a stimulus and 

economic engine for the region which cumulatively, over the next 20 

years in conjunction with the proposed separate LPKC, could provide 

a potential 13,000  jobs for Kansas and more than $7 billion in 

potential wages. 

 

We believe the Kansas City Intermodal Facility is a strong candidate 

for a TIGER Discretionary Grant and is a ‘‘game-changing”  economic 

driver for the region, and supports one of the fastest growing 

economic development engines in the logistics industry.  Improving 

the performance of intermodal operations is necessary for rail to 

meet its potential to help reverse the declining economic and 

environmental performance of the nation’s supply chain.  It achieves 

and in many categories exceeds the goals of the TIGER Grant Program 

and would stimulate and sustain both short- and long-term economic 

recovery.     

 

We appreciate this opportunity to express our support for this 

project.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Pyle 

Managing Direction 

World Trade Center 
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Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce 

pyle@kcchamber.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: Chris Lester, Senior Vice President, Greater Kansas City Chamber 

of Commerce 



















August 31, 2009 

Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

LETTER OF SUPPORT – KDOT’S TIGER GRANT APPLICATION: KANSAS CITY IN-
TERMODAL FACILICTY 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

The Regional Development Association of East Central Kansas (RDA) supports the Kansas De-
partment of Transportation’s (KDOT) application to secure TIGER Discretionary grant funds 
for the Kansas City Intermodal Facility (KCIMF) in Gardner, Kansas. 

The RDA represents primarily Lyon County and the City of Emporia in our regional economi-
cal development efforts. KCIMF is approximately 75 miles southwest from the City of Emporia 
via I-35. In fact, the new facility would be approximately 25 miles closer than the smaller facil-
ity located in Kansas City, Kansas, a cost-savings for our regional manufacturers. 

Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. state-of-the-art manufacturing facility will be operational in late first 
quarter of 2010. A significant portion of their out-bound pet nutrition products will be loaded in 
containers to be shipped through the Kansas City intermodal facility. 

The state-of-the-art KCIMF is strategically located on I-35 with direct access to the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe railroad (BNSF) transcontinental route from Los Angeles to Chicago. The 
Allen Group has committed to the development of a 560-acre logistics business park located 
adjacent to the KCIMF intermodal facility. 

The direct benefits of KCIMF are: 

�� Deliver direct productivity improvements to the heartland of the United States by reduc-
ing truck congestion, air emissions and fuel usage while improving distribution center 
operations.

�� Leverage a $50 million public investment to stimulate $200 million in private invest-
ment to advance a nationally and regionally significant rail intermodal operation. 

�� Improve goods movement to and from Midwest distribution centers – assuring a com-
petitive supply chain that will support regional and national business’ ability to grow 
and add sustainable jobs. 



�� Employ electric wide-span cranes, Automatic Gate Systems and other innovative and 
efficient equipment and technology to provide for the most efficient, low-emissions op-
erations possible.

The KCIMF, we believe, is a strong candidate for a TIGER discretionary grant. The grant 
would produce a significant return on investment for the region by supporting one of the 
fastest growing economic development activities of the logistics industry. By improving the 
performance of the Kansas City intermodal operations will reverse the declining economic 
and environmental performance of the global and national supply chain. This project meets 
and exceeds the goals of the TIGER grant program. It would stimulate and sustain short and 
long-term economic recovery. 

Please feel free to contact me on my direct line 620-343-8860 if you have any questions. Thank 
you for the opportunity to express our support for the KCIMF project. 

Best regards, 

Kent Heermann, CEcD 
RDA President 







September 10, 2009

Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC  20590

LLETTER OF SUPPORT –– KDOT’S TIGER GRANT APPLICATION:
KANSAS CITY INTERMODAL FACILITY

Dear Mr. Secretary:
 
This letter expresses the Leavenworth County Development Corporation’s support for the Kansas 
Department of Transportation’s (KDOT) application to secure TIGER Discretionary Grant funds for 
the Kansas City Intermodal Facility (KCIMF). KCIMF would be a state-of-the-art intermodal facility
located in the nation’s heartland on one of the most heavily utilized corridors for interstate commerce 
and international trade in the United States – BNSF’s Transcontinental route from Los Angeles to 
Chicago. KCIMF would serve as an integral link in the goods movement supply chain by improving 
intermodal connectivity for the nation’s heartland to ports and other major markets.  

KCIMF will provide a stimulus and economic engine for the region which cumulatively, over the 
next 20 years in conjunction with the proposed separate Logistics Park Kansas City, could provide a
potential 13,000 jobs for Kansas and more than $7 billion in potential wages. With the opening of 
the new I-70 interchange in Leavenworth County and closer connectivity to the greater Kansas City 
area, we believe that these benefits will positively impact our county as well.

We believe the Kansas City Intermodal Facility is a strong candidate for a TIGER Discretionary 
Grant and is a “game-changing” economic driver for the region, and supports one of the fastest 
growing economic development engines in the logistics industry.

We appreciate this opportunity to express our support for this project.  Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions.

Sincerely, 
 

 
Steve Jack 
Executive Director 











 

 

September 9, 2009 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT – KDOT’S TIGER GRANT APPLICATION: 
    KANSAS CITY INTERMODAL FACILITY 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
This letter expresses support from the National Retail Federation for the Kansas Department of 
Transportation’s (KDOT) application to secure TIGER Discretionary Grant funds for the Kansas City 
Intermodal Facility (KCIMF).  KCIMF would be a state-of-the-art intermodal facility located in the 
nation’s heartland on one of the most heavily utilized corridors for interstate commerce and international 
trade in the United States – BNSF’s Transcontinental route from Los Angeles to Chicago.  KCIMF would 
be located adjacent to a new separate and independent 560-acre logistics development, the Logistics Park 
Kansas City (LPKC) proposed by The Allen Group. KCIMF would serve as an integral link in the goods 
movement supply chain by improving intermodal connectivity for the nation’s heartland to ports and 
other major markets.   KCIMF would deliver immediate and lasting improvement to the efficiency of rail 
– the most cost-effective, fuel efficient, and environmentally-sound land transportation mode for moving 
the nation’s freight.   
 
Among its direct benefits, KCIMF would: 
 

 
• Deliver direct productivity improvements to the heartland of the United States by reducing truck 

congestion, air emissions and fuel usage while improving distribution center operations.  
• Leverage a $50 million public investment to stimulate $200 million in private investment to 

advance a nationally and regionally significant rail intermodal operation.  
• Improve goods movement to and from Midwest distribution centers – assuring a competitive 

supply chain that will support regional and national businesses’ ability to grow and add 
sustainable jobs.  

• Employ electric wide-span cranes, Automatic Gate Systems and other innovative and efficient 
equipment and technology to provide for the most efficient, low-emissions operations possible. 

 
Among the indirect benefits, KCIMF will provide a stimulus and economic engine for the region which 
cumulatively, over the next 20 years in conjunction with the proposed separate LPKC, could provide a 
potential 13,000 jobs for Kansas and more than $7 billion in potential wages. 

 
We believe the Kansas City Intermodal Facility is a strong candidate for a TIGER Discretionary Grant 
and is a “game-changing” economic driver for the region, and supports one of the fastest growing 
economic development engines in the logistics industry.  Improving the performance of intermodal 



operations is necessary for rail to meet its potential to help reverse the declining economic and 
environmental performance of the nation’s supply chain.  It achieves and in many categories exceeds the 
goals of the TIGER Grant Program and would stimulate and sustain both short- and long-term economic 
recovery.     
 
By way of background, NRF is the world's largest retail trade association, with membership that 
comprises all retail formats and channels of distribution including department, specialty, discount, 
catalog, Internet, independent stores, chain restaurants, drug stores and grocery stores as well as the 
industry's key trading partners of retail goods and services. NRF represents an industry with more than 
1.6 million U.S. retail companies, more than 24 million employees - about one in five American workers - 
and 2008 sales of $4.6 trillion.  As the industry umbrella group, NRF also represents more than 100 state, 
national and international retail associations.   
 
We appreciate this opportunity to express our support for this project.  Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jonathan Gold 
Vice President, Supply Chain and Customs Policy 
National Retail Federation 



 
 
September 11, 2009 
 
Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT –  KDOT’S TIGER GRANT APPLICATION: 
    KANSAS CITY INTERMODAL FACILITY 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
This letter expresses RILA’s support for the Kansas Department of Transportation’s (KDOT) 
application to secure TIGER Discretionary Grant funds for the Kansas City Intermodal Facility 
(KCIMF).  KCIMF would be a state-of-the-art intermodal facility located in the nation’s 
heartland on one of the most heavily utilized corridors for interstate commerce and international 
trade in the United States – BNSF’s Transcontinental route from Los Angeles to Chicago.  
KCIMF would be located adjacent to a new separate and independent 560-acre logistics 
development, the Logistics Park Kansas City (LPKC) proposed by The Allen Group. KCIMF 
would serve as an integral link in the goods movement  supply chain by improving intermodal 
connectivity for the nation’s heartland to ports and other major markets.   KCIMF  would deliver 
immediate and lasting improvement to the efficiency of rail – the most cost-effective, fuel 
efficient, and environmentally-sound land transportation mode for moving the nation’s freight.   
 
Among its direct benefits, KCIMF would: 
 

 
• Deliver direct productivity improvements to the heartland of the United States by 

reducing truck congestion, air emissions and fuel usage while improving distribution 
center operations.  

• Leverage a $50 million public investment to stimulate $200 million in private investment 
to advance a nationally and regionally significant rail intermodal operation.  

• Improve goods movement to and from Midwest distribution centers – assuring a 
competitive supply chain that will support regional and national businesses’ ability to 
grow and add sustainable jobs.  

• Employ electric wide-span cranes, Automatic Gate Systems and other innovative and 
efficient equipment and technology to provide for the most efficient, low-emissions 
operations possible. 

 
Among the indirect benefits, KCIMF will provide a stimulus and economic engine for the region 
which cumulatively, over the next 20 years in conjunction with the proposed separate LPKC,  
could  provide a potential  13,000  jobs for Kansas and more than $7 billion in potential wages. 
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We believe the Kansas City Intermodal Facility is a strong candidate for a TIGER Discretionary 
Grant and is a “game-changing” economic driver for the region, and supports one of the fastest 
growing economic development engines in the logistics industry.  Improving the performance of 
intermodal operations is necessary for rail to meet its potential to help reverse the declining 
economic and environmental performance of the nation’s supply chain.  It achieves and in many 
categories exceeds the goals of the TIGER Grant Program and would stimulate and sustain both 
short- and long-term economic recovery.     
 
We appreciate this opportunity to express our support for this project.  Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Katherine G. Lugar  
Executive Vice President, Public Affairs  
 
 











       August 31, 2009 

Mr. Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 

LETTER OF SUPPORT –  KDOT’S TIGER GRANT APPLICATION: 
    KANSAS CITY INTERMODAL FACILITY

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter expresses Colliers Turley Martin Tucker’s support for the Kansas Department of 
Transportation’s (KDOT) application to secure TIGER Discretionary Grant funds for the Kansas 
City Intermodal Facility (KCIMF). KCIMF would be a state-of-the-art intermodal facility located 
in the nation’s heartland on one of the most heavily utilized corridors for interstate commerce and 
international trade in the United States – BNSF’s transcontinental route from Los Angeles to 
Chicago. KCIMF would be located adjacent to a new separate and independent 560-acre logistics 
development, the Logistics Park Kansas City (LPKC) proposed by The Allen Group. KCIMF 
would serve as an integral link in the goods movement supply chain by improving intermodal 
connectivity for the nation’s heartland to ports and other major markets. KCIMF would deliver 
immediate and lasting improvement to the efficiency of rail – the most cost-effective, fuel efficient, 
and environmentally-sound land transportation mode for moving the nation’s freight. 

Among its direct benefits, KCIMF would: 

� Deliver direct productivity improvements to the heartland of the United States by reducing 
truck congestion, air emissions and fuel usage while improving distribution center 
operations.

� Leverage a $50 million public investment to stimulate $200 million in private investment to 
advance a nationally and regionally significant rail intermodal operation. 

� Improve goods movement to and from Midwest distribution centers – assuring a 
competitive supply chain that will support regional and national businesses’ ability to grow 
and add sustainable jobs.

2600 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1000, Kansas City, MO 64108 
PH:  816-221-2200  FX:  816-842-2798 
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� Employ electric wide-span cranes, Automatic Gate Systems and other innovative and 
efficient equipment and technology to provide for the most efficient, low-emissions 
operations possible. 

Among the indirect benefits, KCIMF will provide a stimulus and economic engine for the region 
which cumulatively, over the next 20 years in conjunction with the proposed separate LPKC, could 
provide a potential 13,000 jobs for Kansas and more than $7 billion in potential wages. 

We believe the Kansas City Intermodal Facility is a strong candidate for a TIGER Discretionary 
Grant and is a “game-changing” economic driver for the region, and supports one of the fastest 
growing economic development engines in the logistics industry. Improving the performance of 
intermodal operations is necessary for rail to meet its potential to help reverse the declining 
economic and environmental performance of the nation’s supply chain. It achieves and in many 
categories exceeds the goals of the TIGER Grant Program and would stimulate and sustain both 
short- and long-term economic recovery. 

We appreciate this opportunity to express our support for this project. Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions. 

Sincerely,

Whitney E. Kerr, Jr., SIOR, CCIM 
Vice President/Principal 

WKJ/tab 









August 31, 2009 

Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 

Re: Letter of Support 
 KDOT’S TIGER GRANT APPLICATION 
 KANSAS CITY INTERMODAL FACILITY

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am writing to express my support of the Kansas Department of Transportation’s (KDOT) application to secure TIGER 
Discretionary Grant funds for the Kansas City Intermodal Facility (KCIMF).  KCIMF will be a state-of-the-art intermodal 
facility located in the Kansas City area on one of the most heavily utilized corridors for interstate commerce and 
international trade in the United States – BNSF’s Transcontinental route from Los Angeles to Chicago.  KCIMF would be 
located adjacent to an independent 560-acre logistics development, the Logistics Park Kansas City (LPKC), proposed to 
be developed by The Allen Group.  KCIMF would deliver immediate and lasting improvement to the efficiency of rail – the 
most cost-effective, fuel efficient, and environmentally-sound land transportation mode for moving the nation’s freight.   

Among its direct benefits, KCIMF would: 

� Deliver direct productivity improvements to the Midwest by reducing truck congestion, air emissions and fuel 
usage while improving distribution center operations.  

� Leverage a $50 million public investment to stimulate $200 million in private investment.  
� Improve goods movement to and from Midwest distribution centers – assuring a competitive supply chain that will 

support regional and national businesses’ ability to grow and add sustainable jobs.  
� Employ electric wide-span cranes, Automatic Gate Systems and other innovative and efficient equipment and 

technology to provide for the most efficient, low-emissions operations possible. 

Some of the indirect benefits include the fact that KCIMF will provide a stimulus and economic engine for the region which 
cumulatively, over the next 20 years in conjunction with the proposed separate LPKC, could provide a potential 13,000 
jobs for Kansas and more than $7 billion in potential wages. 

I believe the Kansas City Intermodal Facility is an exceptionally strong candidate for a TIGER Discretionary Grant and is a 
“game-changing” economic driver for the region.  Improving the performance of intermodal operations is necessary for rail 
to meet its potential to help reverse the declining economic and environmental performance of the nation’s supply chain.  
It achieves and in many categories exceeds the goals of the TIGER Grant Program. It would further stimulate and sustain 
both short- and long-term economic recovery.     

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Sincerely, 
KESSINGER/HUNTER & CO. 

Walter R. Rist 

2600 Grand Boulevard, Suite 700 
Kansas City, Missouri 64108-4600 
816.842.2690 F: 816.421.5659 
www.kessingerhunter.com 














