
 
 
 

APPENDIX B:  DOCUMENTATION OF PARTIAL BOMBLETS 
 



INTERVIEW WITH LISA TRAVAGLIN, URS CORPORATION 
DISCOVERY OF PARTIALLY EXPENDED BOMBLETS 

13 NOVEMBER 2001 
 
Subject: Remedial Investigation Activities (April – May 1999) 

Former NOP – Mead, Nebraska 
 
Lisa Travaglin was the site manager during the Remedial Investigation at the time the partial 
bomblets were discovered at the NRD reservoir.  Ms. Travaglin stated that, on behalf of USACE, 
URS was conducting a Remedial Investigation (RI) in 1999 under Operable Unit No. 3 (OU-3) 
when the partially expended bomblets were discovered in potential landfill area.  The purpose of 
the RI was to characterize contamination sources and migration at the OU-3 investigation areas, 
including Site 9 (Proving Grounds), the Potential Landfill Area near Site 9, Site 10 (North 
Burning Ground), and the NRD Reservoir. 
 
To accommodate the RI field activities, the NRD reservoir was drained.  During the RI, URS 
completed daily surveys of the reservoir area subsurface as the water receded.  The field 
personnel inspected the newly exposed subsurface each day to look for “suspicious” items, if 
any, that might have indicated the presence of raw product and UXO in the area. 
 
During the daily survey on 28 April 1999, Ms. Travaglin noticed a portion of a bomblet on the 
receding shoreline on the west side of the NRD reservoir (within the boundaries of the potential 
landfill area).  The daily field report cited it as a “partially expended 4-lb incendiary bomblet.”  
Ms. Travaglin reported the finding to the URS project manager, Rick Nusz, who in turn called 
the Corps of Engineers project manager Ed Louis.  Mr. Louis then notified the 774th Ordnance 
Company (EOD) in Fort Riley, Kansas of the incident.  On-site URS and UXO personnel 
secured the ground near the bomblet by placing flags around it and waited for EOD to arrive in 
response to the finding. 
 
Prior to the arrival of EOD on the morning of 30 April 1999, a second partial bomblet was 
noticed on the newly exposed subsurface during the daily survey.  It was reported and secured in 
the same manner as that of the first bomblet.  EOD moved one of the partial bomblets and set it 
on top of the other and subsequently detonated the two bomblets (together) in place on the 
receding shoreline.  No other bomblets were discovered during the remainder of the RI field 
activities. 
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