


The US Army Corps of Engineers has been of servic::e to this Nation for 
oYer 200 ~1'3. The Corps has responded during times of nef!d with enginef!r. 
ing. construction as welt os water resources expertise. Because of the first 
hand knowledge of the local conditions throughout the United States. the 
Corps is able 10 playa major role in saving lives and easing human suller· 
ing when disasters occur. 

This pamphlet has been produced in an effort to enhance pUblic:: awareness 
of the Corps emergency preparedness misslon. It provides a general outline 
of the programs, services, and contaclS tha t are available in support of 
emergency operations procedures. Complete Information on Corps programs 
lind preparedness services may be obtained by contacting any of the district 
offoces listed in this brochUle. 

Vigilant in the face of emergency situations. the Corps stands ready to serve 
yOOJroommunity and the Nation when disast~slrike. I invite you to participate 
with the Corps in developing an even stronger preparedne$$ partnership that 
will strengthen Our nation in times of need. 

Arthur E. Williams 
Lieutenant General. U.s. Army 
Commanding 



The U.s. Army Corps of Engineers 
i$ a major Army command with a 
broad set of missions and capabilities. 
One of its missions is to provide 
8ssistance, within its authorities. when 
natural disasters or other emergencies 
occur. 

Emergency pl"eparedness 8nd reo 
sponse is primarily a state and local 
responsibility. H~r. in instances 
when the nature of the disaster ex· 
ceeds the capabilities of state and 
local interests. the Corps of Engineers 
mll)' provide help to save human hfe. 
prevent immediate human suffering 
or mitigate property damage. 

The Corps gives emergency assis· 
tance top priority and provides 
immediate response using every 
resource and expedited procedure 
available. Assistance is limited to the 
preservation of life and the protection 
of residential and commercial devel· 
opments. to Include public and private 
facilities that provide public services. 
Exclusive assistance to individU81 

homeowners and businesses, includ· 
ing agricultural businesses, is not 
authorized. However. during periods 
of extreme drought, such assistance 
may be prOVided to farmers and 

ranchers under certain circumst!ln<:es. 
Rehabilitation assistance may also be 
available for eligible flood control 
structures with public sponsors.. 

The geographically diverse location 
of COI"PS of Engineers offices nation· 
wide assures an immediate response 
to disasters in any area. The Corps is 
divided by drainage basins into 
regional divisions. The divisions are 
subdivided by smaller drninage basins 
into districts. Personnel are al$() 
aSSigned to various field offices scat· 
tered throughout each district. During 
disasters. personnel in any locale mll)' 
be quickly mobilized to assist in 
response and recovery work. 

Emergency Operations Managers 
h~ been appointed at each divi. 
sion and distrid to carry OI.It all emer· 
gency lIdions. &t<::h is responsible for 
maintaining an emergency organiza· 
tion of tnlined specialists. Most impor· 
tanto however. each district has a 
single point of cont(tct for all 
emergency lKIivities. 

00tps~~ "'11 
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You are erKOI.Iraged to contact 
the Corps of Engineers offlce closest 
to your Iocl/tion for speciroc informa· 
tion concerning Corps programs lind 
to accomplish joint planning, trllin· 
Ing. and information exchange 
opportunities. 



DISASTER PRDAREDl'IESS 
The us Army Corps of Engineers 

is prepared to pn:Mde immedillte lind 
effective response and assistaoce duro 
ing emergencies and disasters. The 
prep~redness program Includes an 
emergency management organi. 
zation, planning. tmining, mIIinblining 
adequate supplies, tools and equip· 
ment. and inspection program for 
oon·Federal noed control structures. 

TYPe of A .. I .. tance Provided 
by the Corp. 

• Participation in emergency sem· 
inars and exercises when reo 
quested by state or local offiCials 

II Inspection of flood control works 
constructed or repaire(! by the 
Corps of Engineers. and advise­
ment to local offiCials of needed 
maintenance 

II Technical assistance for d_lop· 
ment of plans at the stilte ~nd 
local !eYe1 

• Upon request, inspection of non· 
Federal dams and nood control 
projects 

Criteria for Corp_ of 
Enslne", ... Alllllllt.IU'. 

State and local governments are 
responsible for emergellC)' prepared· 
ness, including training lind stock· 

~- pr<"..~ _ p/MInIng. lnIIIt· 

Ing. ~nd ~WtIg. 

piling of flood fightin1 supplies and 
materials. The role 0 the Corps of 
Engineers is to supplement the max· 
imum efforts of the state and local 
authorities during an emergency. 

How to Obhln Help 

Contact the Corps of Engineers 
District Office nearest you. A list of 
the Corps offices is included in this 
pamphlet. 



EMnnEN'!, OPERAtIONS 
The Corps of Engineers may pro· 

vide emergency assistaoce for flood 
response and post nood response 
activities to save lives and protect 
Improved property (i.e.. public 
facllitieslservices and residentiall 
commercial developments) during or 
foJlowing a flood or coastal storm. 
Assistance to individu~1 homeowners 
and businesses is not permitted. This 
Includes agricultural lands. 

Emergency Operaticms assistllnce 
will be unde.uken to s.upplement 
state and local efforts. Non·Federal 
interests must commit all available 
resources. This includes manpower. 
s.upplies, eqUipment. funds. etc. 

Flood fighting measures are appli· 
cable to IIny flood control structures 
0< other areas that provide public ser· 
vice. regardless of whether it is 
Federal. public or private. 

The Corps has no authority under 
Public Law 84·99 to reimburse locals 
for costs of their own emergency 
/ICIivities. 

FLOOD RESPOnSE 
Type of A .. ldance Provided 
by the Corpa 
• Assist in search and rescue 

operations 

• Furnish techniclll IIdvice lind 
assistance 

• Provide emergency repairs to 
levees and other flood control 
projects 

• Furnish materials such as sand· 
bags. polyethy lene sheeting, lum· 
ber. pumps. or rock for stablliza· 
tion when the Corps is actively 
participating in a flood fight 

• If Ihe Corps is not actively partie· 
ipating in a flood r,ght. Govern· 
menl supplies m~y be furnished 
only if Ioclll resources are ex· 
hllusted or will be exhausted. 
Under such clrcumstaoces. sup· 
plies will be replaced in kind or 
paid for boy local interests. All 
unused stock should be returned 
or reimbursed to the Government 
at replacemenl cost. 

~""Y <>;><r~1Io<u 
.'" WI<kttoIwl 10 _ 
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Duration of A .. ldance 

Corps assistance terminates when 
the emergency is over (i.e .. flood 
walers have receded within top bank 
or some other predetermined stage). 



EMEIGEI'ICYnPEltlltiOftS 
POST FLOOD RESPOnSE 

Authority to perform post flood 
activities immediately after a flood or 
<:0;:05\111 storm is provided by Public 
Law 64.99. as amended. Corps 
assistance must be ~quired immed· 
iately lind is limited to major flood or 
c~stal storm disasters resulting in 
life· threatening or property·damaging 
situations. 

Type o f Anl"t-Dce Provided 
by the COTP" 
• Furnish technical advice and 

assistance 
• Clearan~ of drainage channels. 

bridge openings. or structures 
blocked by debris deposited du •. 
ing the event 

• Clea.an.:;e of blockages of critkal 
water supply intakes lind sewer 
oulfalls 

• Debris removal necessary to re­
open vital transportation routes 

• Temporary restoration of critical 
publiC services or fadlities 

• Identify hazard m itigation 
opportunities 

Dun tlon of As.llluDe .. 
CorpS of Engineers assistan«' may 

only be provid~d for ~ maximum 
of 10 days from the d9te of re<:eipt 
of the gO\ternor's wri\len request lor 
assistance, 

Crlterl. for Corps of 
Englnee ... A .. ld. nce 
• Assistance must be supplemental 

to state ~nd local efforts 

• Requires wrillen request from the 
gOW!rnor or his ~uthorized rep· 
resentative for flood response 
activities 

• CorpS policy requires loc~1 in· 
lerests to furnish the following 
it~ms 01 cooperation and assur· 
ances prior to the undertaking of 
any work: (I) provide without cost 
to the United Stat~s ~II I~nds, 
easements. and rights·of.way 
ne<:essary; (2) hold and save the 
United States free of damages due 
to Ihe authori~ed work. exclusive 
of damages due to the fault or 
negligen<:e of the United Stales or 
its contractor; and (3) if feasible, 
operate and maintain the emer· 
gency work or remOW! temporary 
work constructed by the Corps. 

Ho w to Obhln He lp 

Contact your local offICials who in 
turn will contact the State Office of 
Emergency Services or equivalent 
and, if required. the state will contad 
the Corps of Engin~ers. 

I.,dhoriry !() ,-form 
acUvl'~. Imm<dI.I,.ry 
."., • flood 0<' coo .... 
JI<)tm Is ptO<JIdN by 
I'I<t>IIc Low 84·99, U -



The Corps of Engin«rs m!l}' reh~· 
biti~te (I) nood control strudures 
d~meged or destroyed by floods. ~nd 
(2) Federally lIuthorized ~nd con· 
structed hurricllne or shore protection 
structures dam~ged or destroyed by 
wind, wa"",. Or water adion of other 
than lin ordinllry nllture. 

Type of A .. I"unce Provided 
by the Corp" 

• RePllir or relitor~tion of a nood 
control structure to its pre·disaster 
condition 

Crlterl. for Corp" of 
Engineers A •• I.t.nce 

• Requests for rehabilillltion a$SlS· 
IIInce must be for a publicly spon. 
sored project 

• Rehabilitation projects for non· 
Federal flood control works will be 
cost shared ~t 80 percent Federal 
and 20 percent from the public 
sponsor 

• The proposed reh~bilitation proj· 
ect must hI!"'" ~ favor~ble benefit· 
cost r~tio 

• Deficient or deferred project 
mainten~nce outstanding when 
dam~ge occurs will be IICcom· 
pUshed by or ~t the expense of the 
sponsor either prior to or concur· 
rent with authorized rehabilillltion 
~ssistance 

• Corps policy requires the public 
sponsor to furnish the following 
items of cooperation ~nd assur· 
ance prior to undertaking ~ny 

work: (I) provide without cost 
to the United S~tes ~II I~nds. 
e~sements, and rights·of.way 

n.. Cotp.o ""'11_· 
I..,., pubIIc/j/ ~ ------and COI>$ITIJCo,d 1wn1. 
c.". _ $hoIr p<ot«. 

~-­or~bg_ 

"*"'. Of" ",'u.,. «rlono( 
~ lh.on ~n otdin.lI;I 
~,-

neceSS<lry: (2) hold and ~ the 
United St~tes free from d~mages 
due to the work. el«:lusive of 
damageli due to negligence 01 the 
Un~ed States or its contractor: and 
(3) meintaln and operate. in a 
m~nner satisfactory to the Chief 01 
Engin«rs. the entire project after 
completion. 

How to Obuln Help 

COnIllC\ /I Corps of Engineers 
District OffICe directly. A list of Corps 
offices is included in this pamphlet. 



The Corp$ of Engineers. within 
spe<:lflc guidelines. Is authorlled 10 
provide emergency WlIter lIsslstlln<:e 
to any communily confronted with 
water supply problems lISSOdated 
with drought conditions or a con· 
taminated $CUrce if then: is a substan. 
tlal threllt to the publl<: health and 
welfllre of the Inhabitants in the lIrell. 

DROUGHT ASSISTANCE 

The intent of the emergency water 
Pf09rl1m is to provide tempo",,>, 
emergency WlIter assist~mce to meet 
minimum public health. safety. lind 
welfare requlremenl5. EVlIluations of 
requests for assiSUonce are to be 
tempered by the fact thllt Corps 
MSistance Is temporllry and sup· 
plemental to state lind local effOlU. 
Long·term solutions to water supply 
problems remain the rt$pOI'I$Ibility of 
state and local Intere$!$. 

Type of -'-elebnce Provided 
by the Corpe 

• Transportation of water by veh· 
Icles. small d~rneter pipelines. or 
other means for human and 
livestod< consumption 

• Construction of wells 

Criteria for Corpe of 
EDglneen Aeele ta.nce 

• Written request from the gQYemOf 
or his authorized representative 

• The area is drought distressed and 
found to have lin lfl6dequlIte WlIler 
supply which Is clIuling. or Is 

likely to cause. substaniWIl threlll 
to the hellith and welfare of the in· 
hllbltants of the area. Including 
threat of damage or Ios$ of 

""""'" • State and.br local interests ~uld 
llzlve: (I) 11 drought emergency 
~larlltion from the state or other 
IIpprOprillte authority; (2) utilized 
IIU lIvlIlllIble stllte lind 10cIII 
resources to include funds. man· 
power. and equipment $UCh lIS 
Nationlll Guard trucks 10 haul 
Wlller; (3) Instituted mllndlltory 
water confervation measures; (4) 
prioritized use of _liable WlIter. 
Human and livestodc consump· 
tion and sanitary needs take priori. 
ty ovet industrial processes lind 
irriglltion of crops; (5) established 
minimum requirements for publl<: 
health and welfare; lind (6) in· 
itillted a long·tl!1TTl solution. 

CONTAM.fIIATED WATER 
AS!J'STAfIICE 

The Corps of Engineel1l Is lIutho· 
rizeclto provide clean WlIter 10 com· 
munitie, with contaminated WlIt<!t 
supplies that represent II substantial 
UveallO the pubic health and -'fare. 
Contamlnlltion mll)' have resulted 
from deliberate. acddental or natullil 
evenl5. Including flooding. 



"I'ype of Au l.t.ne. Provld.d 
by til. Corp. 

• Provide _ter Ulnk tru<:k$ to haul 
water from ~ safe $OU~ to the 
point established for lo<:~1 
distribution 

• Pro<:urement ~nd distribution of 
bottled water 

• Temporary connection of ~ new 
supply to the f!lIisting distribution 
system 

• InSUlrl~tion oftempoouy filtration 
system 

• Provide mot,;le military purifoca. 
lion units 

Crlt.rI. for Corp. of 
EnSln .......... I. ta.ne. 

• A written request for assJstance 
is r~uired from the governor 
of the st~te IIndbr .uthorized 
lepo'esentative 

• State and 1oc.1 governments 
must fully utilize their own 
resources. Including National 
Guard capabilities 

Dur.tlon of A •• I.t.ne. 

The Corps assistance normally will 
be temporary to meet the Immedillte 
thre~L Assistance Is limited to 30 
days. or until the Fedenli Emergency 
Management Agency u~ke$ the 
provision of emergency WIIter under 
lIS own authorities, whichever is 
e~rlier. 

How to Obt.ln Help 

Contact yoor Io<:al political lep· 
resentatives 50 they may Info/m the 
state governor·s office. The governol 
must ~sk the Corps to proYide assis· 
tance. For Indian tribal lands. the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs will normally 
submit the request for assistance. 

~woJU~""'II"" 
-.-10 a>mmourIIrIa ~ willi 
........ ...".,. ....-... .... 10 '*-9/W 
-...,..."'.--~ 



Advance measures prior to pre· 
dicted floodirlg consist of those ~c· 
tivities performed to protect against 
loss of life and damage to improved 
property from flooding. There must 
be an imminent threat of flooding 
present before advance measures can 
be considered. The threat must be 
of a nature that if action is not taken 
immediately. dDmoges will be 
incurred. 

Type of A."I",ance Provided 
by the Corp" 

• Strengthening of FedaaJ and non· 
Federal flood control structures 

• Construction of temporary I~$ 
to protect life and improved prop· 
erty. Removal of theSE: structures 
is ~ local responsibility 

• Channel clearance and dredging 
of Federal projects to restore 
original design capacity 

• Relieving threat of flooding from 
possible dam f!lilures by dew!lter· 
ing the impoundment. controlled 
brell(hing or strengthening of the 
structure 

Crlterl. for Corp" of 
Engineer" "-"I,,hnce 

• An Imminent threa t of unusuo) 
flooding must eKiSL The threat 
must be established by National 
Weather Service forecasts or by 
Corps determinations of unusual 
flooding from adverse conditions 

• A written request from the gov· 
ernor for Corps assistance is 
required. Request must be tech· 
nically feasible and economically 
justified 

• Advance measures assistance will 
be in support of state and local 
on·going or planned efforts. Non. 
Federal interests must commit all 
aV!lilable resources (I .e., man· 
power. supplies. equipment , 
funds, etc.) 

~ mu.swn !O 

prof<d ~ Itno 0( 
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pmtJ<d p«>p<tlJI may ~ 
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StroI« 01 /Iv Co<ps 
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How to Obtain Help 
Contact your local political rep· 
reSE:ntatives so they m!ly inform the 
state govemor's off.a:. 



In addition to our emergency 
authorities, the Corps also has a 
primary role In support of the Federal 
Response Plan. The Plan describes 
the basiC structures by which the 
Federal govemment will mobilize 
resources and conduct activities to 
assist states in coping with the con· 
sequences of significant disasters. 

Within this Plan. the Department of 
Defense (DOD) has designated the 
United States Army Corps of 
Engineers as the primary agency for 
planning, preparedness. and response 
under the Emergency Support Func· 
tion (ESF "3), Public Works and 
Engineering. 

Each Corps office develops plans 
based on hatards unique to their area. 
coordinates with appropriate agencies 
and identifies response teams to sup· 
port the assigned missions in the 
Federal Response Plan. Training and 
exercises are conducted frequently to 
ensure the readiness of emergency 
team members when the Fedel'/ll 
Response Plan is activated. (When 
the Fedel'/ll Response Plan is im· 
plemented. the Corps will continue to 
provide the emergency assistance 
programs described In this pamphlet.) 

Type of A •• I.tance Provided 
by ESF -3, PubUc Works and 
Engineering: 

• Te<:hnical advice and evaluations 
• Engineering services 
• Construction management and 

inspection 
• Emergency contracting 
• Emergency repair of wastewater 

and solid waste facilities 
• Real estate support 

Some of the activities within the 
scope of ESF ") include emergency 
clearance of debris. restoration of 
critical public services and facilities. 
including supply of adequate 
amounts of potable water, temporary 
restoration of water supply systems, 
te<:hnical assistance. structural evalu· 
ation of buildings, and damage 
assessment. 

How to Obtain Additional 
Information: 

For additional information on ESF 
"3 and the Corps roles in Federal 
response, contact a Corps of 
Engineers office directly. A list of 
Corps offices is included in this 
pamphlet. 
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