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Agency Coordination 







From: Hofmeier, Jordan
To: Name, Chris NWK
Cc: Susan Blackford
Subject: [EXTERNAL] KDWPT Review: Topeka Levee Flood Risk Management Study Design Changes - Oakland Unit

(Track #20070264)
Date: Saturday, April 25, 2015 4:06:17 PM

Dear Mr. Name,

We have reviewed the information for the proposed alterations to the Oakland Levee Unit, Topeka, KS. 
The project was reviewed for potential impacts on crucial wildlife habitats, current state-listed
threatened and endangered species and species in need of conservation, and Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism managed areas for which this agency has administrative authority.

We provide the following comments and general recommendations, when applicable:

*       Re-locate the proposed borrow area to location that is less likely to be flooded during high flows
in the Kansas River.  The proposed area is very near to and on the inside bend of the Kansas River and
has a higher likelihood of flooding, and thus increasing sediment input into the river.

*       Implement and maintain standard erosion-control Best-Management-Practices during all aspects
of construction by installing sediment barriers across the entire construction area to prevent sediment
and spoil from entering aquatic systems.  Silt fences used in conjunction with sandbags is the preferred
barrier, but hay bales can be used if properly staked.  Barriers should be maintained at high functioning
capacity until construction is completed and vegetation is established.

*       Reseed disturbed areas with native warm-season grasses, forbs, and trees.
       

Results of our review indicate there will be no significant impacts to crucial wildlife habitats; therefore,
no special mitigation measures are recommended. The project will not impact any public recreational
areas, nor could we document any potential impacts to currently-listed threatened or endangered
species or species in need of conservation. No Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism permits or
special authorizations will be needed if construction is started within one year, and no design changes
are made in the project plans.

Since the Department’s recreational land obligations and the State’s species listings periodically change,
if construction has not started within one year of this date, or if design changes are made in the project
plans, the project sponsor must contact this office to verify continued applicability of this assessment
report. For our purposes, we consider construction started when advertisements for bids are distributed.

Please consider this email our official review for this project.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide
these comments and recommendations. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns
about the preceding information.

Please direct all review materials electronically to ess@ksoutdoors.com to streamline the review process

mailto:jordan.hofmeier@ksoutdoors.com
mailto:Chris.Name@usace.army.mil
mailto:susan_blackford@fws.gov


for all parties.

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Jordan Hofmeier
Aquatic Ecologist, Ecological Services
Kansas Dept. of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism
Pratt, KS 67124

Office: (620) 672-0798
Cell: (785) 249-0874

Fax: (620) 672-2972
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KSR&C No. 06-07-001 

 

June 8, 2015 

 

Timothy Meade 

District Archeologist/Tribal Liaison 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Kansas City District 

600 Federal Building 

601 E. 12
th

 Street 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106-2896 

 

Via E-Mail 

 

RE: Revised Borrow Area Location 

  Oakland Levee Unit 

  Shawnee County 

 

Dear Mr. Meade: 

 

In accordance with 36 CFR 800, the Kansas State Historic Preservation Office has examined its cultural resources files 

and has reviewed your letter (dated June 1, 2015) describing plans for a revised borrow area location associated with 

improvements to the Oakland Levee Unit in Topeka and North Topeka in Shawnee County.  The revised location is 

adjacent to an area reviewed during an earlier phase of the overall levee upgrade project and is situated between the 

existing levees and the Kansas River.  It has little potential for archeological sites and, as you have pointed out, has been 

subjected to considerable recent disturbance (particularly in the form of Kansas River channel movement).  We therefore 

concur with the conclusion that use of the revised borrow area location during the levee construction project will have no 

effect on historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.  This office has no objection to use of the proposed borrow area.   

 

Any changes to the project, which include additional ground disturbing activities, will need to be reviewed by this office 

prior to beginning construction.  If construction work uncovers buried archeological materials, work should cease in the 

area of the discovery and this office should be notified immediately. 

 

This information is provided at your request to assist you in identifying historic properties, as specified in 36 CFR 800 for 

Section 106 consultation procedures.  If you have questions or need additional information regarding these comments, 

please contact Tim Weston at 785-272-8681 (ext. 214). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennie Chinn, Executive Director and 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

 
Patrick Zollner 

Deputy SHPO 


















