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Weather

Emergencies
Emerg enc y numb ers for ea c h  c ounty a re listed on th e following
sh eet, SHEET L, a nd c ounty b ounda ries a re desig na ted on th e
c h a rts. Th e c ounty sh eriff’s offic e will c onta c t th e proper a uth orities
to dea l with  th e emerg enc y.
File a  floa t pla n - let a  relia b le person know wh ere you a re g oing ,
wh en a nd wh ere you pla n on depa rting  a nd a rriving , your route a nd
oth er pertinent informa tion th a t will ena b le someone to find you. We
never pla n on a c c idents b ut th ey do h a ppen. Filing  a nd a dh ering  to
a  floa t pla n will h elp if emerg enc y personnel need to loc a te you.

Monitor th e loc a l wea th er forec a st b efore you b eg in your journey
a nd th roug h out your trip. In th e Midwest, storms ma y emerg e
a b ruptly. Th ese storms a re often a c c ompa nied b y strong  winds
th a t c a n ea sily c a psize a  sma ll c ra ft. Lig h tning , h ea vy ra in or h a il
c a n turn a  plea sa nt trip into disa ster. Wa tc h  th e sky a nd b e a wa re
of your surrounding s for sig ns of inc lement wea th er. Ca rry foul
wea th er g ea r for unexpec ted storms.
Hig h  winds c rea te very h a za rdous c onditions a nd it is b est to exit
th e river a s soon a s possib le. Fa c ing  downstrea m in a  c rosswind
c a n b e da ng erous. Alwa ys keep your b oa t stra ig h t into or a wa y
from th e wind (pa ra llel with  th e wind) a s you h ea d towa rd th e
sh ore.
Ca rry a  porta b le ra dio or wea th er ra dio a nd tune it to th e Na tiona l
Wea th er Servic e for up-to-da te forec a sts.
Bewa re of tra vel on a  rising  river wh ic h  often results in la rg e
qua ntities of floa ting  deb ris th a t c a n c a use serious b oa t da ma g e.

Ca mping  a t desig na ted c a mping  sites only, is th e rule for most
pub lic  la nds. Conta c t th e ma na g ing  a g enc y for reg ula tions. If you
c h oose to c a mp elsewh ere a long  th e river, you sh ould h a ve
permission of th e priva te la nd owner in a dva nc e.
Wa tc h  for b iting  insec ts, poisonous pla nts a nd sna kes. Th ey c a n
ruin a  trip. Ha ve a  first-a id kit on b oa rd.

Camping Administer first a id to a c c ident vic tims immedia tely a nd th en c a ll or
send for h elp.
Boa ters a re a dvised to c a rry a  ma rine ra dio a nd c ell ph one or
sa tellite ph one for emerg enc y c ommunic a tion with  th e loc a l Sh eriff's
offic e or oth er emerg enc y response a g enc ies a nd b e fa milia r with
th ese ph one numb ers. Cell c overa g e ma y not b e 100% in rura l
a rea s.

Help Stop Zebra Mussels

Th e zeb ra  mussel poses a  multib illion-dolla r th rea t to North
Americ a ’s industria l, a g ric ultura l, a nd munic ipa l wa ter supplies.  First
disc overed in 1988 in th e Grea t La kes, th is inva der h a s sprea d
th roug h out th e Mississippi a nd Oh io R iver b a sins in just 10 yea rs.
Pub lic  a ssista nc e in reporting  zeb ra  mussel sig h ting s a t new
loc a tions is essentia l in preventing  its sprea d.
Zeb ra  mussels look like sma ll c la ms with  a  yellowish  or b rownish  “D”
sh a ped sh ell.  Th ey usua lly h a ve a lterna ting  da rk a nd lig h t stripes.
Zeb ra  mussels a re rela tively sma ll, with  a dults ra ng ing  from 1/4 to 1
1/2 inc h es long .  Zeb ra  mussels usua lly g row in c lusters.  Th ey a re
th e only fresh wa ter mollusk th a t c a n firmly a tta c h  to ob jec ts.  Th ey
a re c ommonly found on roc ks, doc k piling s, b oa t h ulls, a nd wa ter
inta ke pipes.
Zeb ra  mussel juveniles, c a lled velig ers, a re mic rosc opic  a nd
invisib le to th e na ked eye.   You c a n prevent th e sprea d of zeb ra
mussels b y routinely dec onta mina ting  your b oa t a nd equipment b y
power wa sh ing   with  wa ter h ea ted to 140- deg rees Fa h renh eit or b y
a llowing  everyth ing  to c ompletely dry b efore using  in a noth er b ody
of wa ter.  Dra in wa ter from your motor, live well, b ilg e a nd tra nsom
wells b efore lea ving  th e rec rea tion a rea .  Empty b a it b uc kets in la nd
b a sed rec epta c les a nd do not ta ke b a it from one b ody of wa ter to
a noth er.
If you find a  zeb ra  mussel, note th e da te a nd prec ise loc a tion wh ere
th e mussel wa s found.  Ta ke th e mussel with  you a nd store in
rub b ing  a lc oh ol.  Immedia tely c onta c t th e nea rest sta te wildlife
depa rtment.
For more informa tion plea se visit th ese web sites:
www.100th meridia n.org
www.protec tyourwa ters.net
www.a nsta skforc e.g ov


