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Equipment

N e ve r se t a n a nchor in the  fa st flowing rive r cha nne l. Curre nt ca n
pull you und e r a nd  d e bris (e .g. logs) floa ting und e r the  surfa ce  ca n
hook your line  a nd  d ra w you und e r in a n insta nt. It ca n a lso be
d ifficult to unhook the  a nchor from  subm e rge d  obsta cle s you ca n’t
se e . Be  sure  you ca n quickly cut or d e ta ch the  a nchor line  on your
boa t if you ne e d  to.
If you d o a nchor in the  rive r, pick your a nchora ge  ca re fully out of the
cha nne l a nd  curre nt. Re m e m be r to use  a  bowline  a nd  ke e p your
bow into the  wind  or curre nt. This will m inim ize  the  risk of be ing
swa m pe d  by wa te r com ing ove r the  tra nsom  or ba ck of the  boa t.
The  a nchor line  should  be  a t le a st se ve n tim e s a s long a s the  d e pth
of the  wa te r in which the  boa t is m oore d .
N e ve r a tte m pt to m oor to sta tiona ry obje cts such a s d ike s a nd
m oore d  ba rge s a nd  ne ve r a pproa ch the se  obje cts from  upstre a m .
Swift wa te r flowing ove r, und e r, a nd  a round  the se  obje cts cre a te s
ve ry strong turbule nce  a nd  und e rtow curre nts tha t m a y ove rturn
your boa t a nd  pull you und e r.
W he n stopping, m a ke  e ve ry a tte m pt to turn your boa t upstre a m  into
the  curre nt a nd  cut the  throttle  to a n id le . The  throttle  se tting will
va ry with the  spe e d  of the  curre nt.
Alwa ys la nd  your boa t fa cing upstre a m  a nd  pull in pa ra lle l to the
rive rba nk. If you try la nd ing fa cing d ownstre a m  or pe rpe nd icula r to
the  ba nk, the  curre nt will pivot the  boa t to position the  bow upstre a m
a nd  pa ra lle l to the  ba nk. A two-point tie  off should  be  use d  to ke e p
the  prop out of the  rock a nd  pre ve nt its conta ct with the  ba nk.

Boating & Barges

Mooring & Anchoring

It is not ne ce ssa ry to ge t off the  rive r be ca use  a  ba rge  is
a pproa ching. Y ou should  m ove  towa rd  the  off cha nne l shore  (the
insid e  of a  be nd ) a nd  be  a le rt for rock d ike s which a re  loca te d  the re .
Move  a s fa r a wa y from  the  ba rge  a s possible  a nd  position the  bow
of your boa t pe rpe nd icula r to the  wa ke . N e ve r turn your boa t
broa d sid e  to the  wa ke  cre a te d  by ba rge s a nd  tugs, the y ca n e a sily
swa m p a  sm a ll boa t. Re m e m be r, ba rge s ha ve  the  right-of-wa y.
P ilots of towboa ts ha ve  a  blind  spot in front of the ir ve sse ls a nd  it
could  ta ke  a  ba rge  a nd  tow up to 1 ½ m ile s to stop. The se  ba rge s
a lso cre a te  e xtre m e  turbule nce  up to ½ m ile  be hind  the  tow. The
strong wa ke  m a y lift your boa t onto the  rocks, d ike s or othe r
ha za rd s. Hyd ra ulics ge ne ra te d  by ba rge s ca n suck und e r obje cts
includ ing sm a lle r cra ft so it's be st to give  the m  a  wid e  be rth. P la ying
ga m e s with this kind  of ve sse l ca n re sult in se rious injury or e ve n
d e a th.
P e rm its a re  re quire d  for re ga tta s a nd  spe cia l e ve nts on the  rive r.
The  U.S. Coa st Gua rd  (314-269-2332) or Missouri W a te r P a trol
(573-751-3333) should  be  conta cte d  to obta in the se  pe rm its.

"Life  ja cke ts floa t …  you d on't". Life  ja cke ts (a lso re fe rre d  to a s
P e rsona l Floa ta tion De vice s or P FDs) d o sa ve  live s a nd  a re  the
m ost im porta nt pie ce  of sa fe ty e quipm e nt in your boa t. Ma ke  sure
you follow the  boa ting rule s for your sta te  re ga rd ing life  ja cke ts. Be
sure  the y fit snugly to a void  the  P FD com ing off if you should
a ccid e nta lly fa ll in the  wa te r. Fra ye d  or d a m a ge d  P FD's should  be
re pla ce d . Sm a lle r child re n should  we a r P FD's m a d e  for the m . The
U.S. Coa st Gua rd  la be l a ffixe d  to the  P FD will a id  in se le cting the
a ppropria te  type  a nd  size .
Boa ts m ust be  e quippe d  with a ppropria te  e m e rge ncy e quipm e nt
(i.e ., first a id  kit, oa rs a nd  pa d d le s, a nchor, sound  d e vice , fire
e xtinguishe r, na viga tion lights, a nd  100 fe e t of line  or rope ).
If your boa t ca psize s, d o not a tte m pt to swim  to shore . Sta y with
the  cra ft until the  boa t ca n be  sa fe ly be a che d . Re m e m be r,
hypothe rm ia  is a  possibility d uring m ost of the  ye a r. Life  ja cke ts
he lp to m inim ize  loss of bod y he a t.
Avoid  sunburn, we a r a  wid e  brim m e d  ha t, long sle e ve d  shirt, long
trouse rs a nd  use  sunscre e n. Sunscre e n a lone  is not sufficie nt for
long e xposure  to the  sun.

Most la nd  a long the  lowe r Missouri is priva te ly owne d . Y ou’ll se e
by looking a t the  gre e n sha d ing on the  m a p tha t public la nd s a re
ve ry lim ite d . Ca m ping should  be  d one  only if you know who’s la nd
you a re  on a nd  ha ve  the  la nd owne rs pe rm ission.
Be  e spe cia lly ca re ful not to m oor to d ra ina ge  structure s or to tre e s
tha t m ight d a m a ge  or im pe ril priva te  le ve e s.

Respect Private Property

Swimming

Stewardship & Endangered Species

Minim ize  ca m pfire  im pa cts a nd  d ispose  of a ll wa ste  prope rly. P a ck
out a ll of your tra sh a nd  pick up litte r le ft by othe rs.
If a rtifa cts or fossils a re  found , le a ve  the m  in pla ce  a nd  und isturbe d .
P hotogra ph or ske tch rock a rt, but d o not touch.
Che ck your boa t a nd  cle a n for ze bra  m usse ls be fore  ta king it from
the  Missouri Rive r to a ny othe r bod y of wa te r. Signs a t la unch ra m ps
will provid e  furthe r instruction.

Swim m ing a nd  tubing on the  Missouri is e xtre m e ly d a nge rous a nd  is
strongly d iscoura ge d . A fa st rive r curre nt (norm a lly 4-7 m ph) ca n
quickly e xha ust e ve n the  stronge st swim m e r. Inne r tube s should
ne ve r be  use d  on the  rive r. The re 's no wa y to control the m  in the
curre nt a nd  the y pose  proble m s with boa ts a nd  tugs e spe cia lly on
holid a ys a nd  we e ke nd s whe n re cre a tiona l tra ffic pe a ks.
N e ve r swim  in flood wa te rs, the  m a in rive r cha nne l, a round
structure s like  wing d ike s or a round  m oore d  ba rge s. Strong hid d e n
curre nts, d rop-offs, a nd  hid d e n obsta cle s m a ke  the se  a re a s
e xtre m e ly ha za rd ous to swim m e rs. Swim m e rs a nd  wa d e rs should
a lwa ys we a r a  life  ja cke t.

Fue l is sca rce  on the  lowe r Missouri Rive r. Loca te  fue l source s
be fore  you be gin your trip a nd  pla n a ccord ingly. Upstre a m  boa te rs
should  e xpe ct a  15-80 pe rce nt re d uction in spe e d  a nd
corre spond ing incre a se  in fue l consum ption d ue  to the  4-7 m ph
curre nt of the  rive r.

Planning Your Trip (cont'd) Alwa ys ca rry a  cha nge  of clothing in a  wa te rproof conta ine r. Dry
clothe s could  sa ve  your life  by pre ve nting hypothe rm ia  if the
clothe s you a re  we a ring be com e  we t. It d oe s not ha ve  to be  "cold "
for hypothe rm ia  to strike .

Hum a n d isturba nce  ca n d isrupt bird  ne sting, fish spa wning, a nd
othe r wild life  a ctivitie s. Avoid  d ra gging your boa t a cross gra ve l ba rs
or through spa wning a re a s. La unch a nd  la nd  only on d e signa te d
site s. Ke e p pe ts und e r control.


