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SECTION 19 
 

(a) That  w hen ever  t he n avigatio n  o f an y r iver , lake, har bo r , so un d, bay, can al, o r  o ther  
n avigable w at er s o f t he Un ited St ates shall be o bst r ucted o r  en dan ger ed by an y sun ken  
vessel, bo at, w ater  cr aft, r aft , o r  o ther  similar  o bstr uction , an d such o bst r uctio n  has 
exist ed fo r  a lo n ger  per io d t han  thir ty days, o r  w hen ever the aban do n men t  o f such 
o bst r uct io n  can  be legally established in  a less space o f t ime, the sun ken  vessel, bo at, 
w ater  cr aft , r aft, o r  o ther  o bst r uct io n  shall be subject  t o  be br oken  up, r emo ved, so ld, o r  
o t her w ise dispo sed o f by the Secr et ar y o f War  at his discr etio n , w itho ut liabilit y fo r  an y 
damage to  the o w n er s o f t he same:  Pr o vided, That in  his discr etio n , t he Secr etar y o f 
War  may cause r easo n able n o t ice o f such o bstr uct io n  of n o t less than  t hir ty days, 
un less the legal aban do n men t  o f the o bst r uct io n  can  be established in  a less time, to  be 
given  by publicatio n , addr essed ‘‘To  w ho m it may co n cer n ,’’ in  a n ew spaper  published 
n ear est to  the lo calit y o f t he o bstr uctio n , r equir in g the r emo val ther eo f: An d pr o vided 
also , That the Secr etar y o f War  may, in  his discr et io n , at o r  aft er  t he time of givin g 
such n o tice, cause sealed pr o po sals to  be so licited by public adver tisemen t , givin g 
r easo n able n ot ice o f n o t less than  t en  days, fo r  the r emoval o f such o bstr uctio n  as so o n   
as po ssible after  t he expir at io n  o f t he abo ve specified thir ty days’ n o tice, in  case it has 
n o t in  t he mean t ime been  so  r emo ved, these pr o po sals an d co n t r acts, at his discr etio n , 
t o  be co n ditio n ed t hat such vessel, bo at , w ater  cr aft,  r aft, o r  o ther  o bst r uct io n , an d all 
car go  an d pr o per t y co n t ain ed ther ein , shall become the pr o per ty o f the co n tr acto r , an d 
t he co n t r act shall be aw ar ded to  the bidder  makin g t he  pr o po sit io n  mo st advan tageo us 
t o  t he Un ited States: Pr o vided, That such bidder shall give satisfact o r y secur it y to  
execut e t he w o r k: Pr o vided fur ther , That an y mon ey r eceived fr o m the sale o f an y such 
w r eck, o r  fr o m an y co n tr acto r  fo r  t he r emo val o f w r ecks, un der  t his par agr aph shall be 
cover ed in t o  the Tr easur y o f t he Un ited St ates.   
 
(b) The o w n er , lessee, o r  oper ato r  o f such vessel, bo at, w at er cr aft , r aft, o r  o ther  
o bst r uct io n  as descr ibed in  this sectio n  shall be liable to  the Un ited St at es fo r  t he co st  
o f r emo val o r  dest r uct io n  an d dispo sal as descr ibed w hich exceeds the co sts r eco ver ed 
un der  subsectio n  (a). An y amo un t r eco ver ed fr o m the o w n er , lessee, o r  o per ato r  o f such 
vessel pur suan t to  this subsect io n  t o  r ecover co sts in  excess o f the pr o ceeds fr o m the 
sale o r  dispo sit io n  o f such vessel shall be depo sited in  the gen er al fun d o f t he Tr easur y 
o f the Un it ed States.  (33 U.S.C. 414) 
 

SECTION 20 
 

(a) That un der  emer gen cy, in  the case o f an y vessel, boat, w ater  cr aft , o r  r aft, o r  o ther  
similar  o bst r uct io n , sin kin g o r gr o un din g, o r  bein g un n ecessar ily delayed in  an y 
Go ver n men t can al or  lo ck, or  in  an y n avigable w at er s men tio n ed in  sect io n  n in et een , in  
such man n er  as to  st o p, ser io usly in ter fer e w ith, o r  specially en dan ger  n avigatio n , in  
the o pin io n  o f t he Secr etar y o f War , o r  an y agen t o f t he Un ited St at es to  w ho m t he 
Secr etar y may delegate pr o per  autho r ity, t he Secr et ar y o f War  o r  an y such agen t  shall 
have t he r ight  t o  t ake immediate po ssessio n  o f such bo at, vessel, o r  o ther  w ater  cr aft , 
o r  r aft , so  far  as to  r emo ve o r  to  dest r o y it an d t o  clear  immediat ely the can al, lo ck, o r  
n avigable w ater s afo r esaid o f the o bstr uction  ther eby caused, usin g his best  judgmen t 
to  pr even t an y un n ecessar y in jur y; an d n o  o n e shall in ter fer e w ith o r pr even t such 
r emoval o r  destr uctio n : Pr o vided, That the o fficer  o r agen t char ged w ith the r emo val o r  
dest r uct io n  o f an  o bst r uct io n  un der  this sectio n  may in  his discr et io n  give n o t ice in  
w r it in g to  the o w n er s o f an y such o bst r uctio n  r equir in g them to  r emo ve it: An d 
pr o vided fur ther , That  the actual expen se, in cludin g admin istr ative expen ses, o f 
r emovin g an y such o bst r uct io n  as afo r esaid shall be a char ge again st such cr aft an d 
car go; an d if the o w n er s t her eo f fail o r  r efuse to  r eimbur se t he Un ited States fo r  such 
expen se w ithin  t hir ty days after  n o tificatio n , t hen  t he o fficer  or  agen t afo r esaid may 
sell the cr aft o r  car go , o r  an y par t ther eo f t hat may n o t  have been  destr o yed in  
r emoval, an d t he pr o ceeds o f such sale shall be co ver ed in to  the Tr easur y o f the Un it ed 
States.  
 
 (c) The ow n er , lessee, o r  o per ato r  o f such vessel, bo at, w at er cr aft , r aft, o r  o ther  
o bstr uct io n  as descr ibed in  this sect io n  shall be liable to  the Un it ed States fo r  the 
actual co st, in cludin g admin istr ative co st s, o f r emoval or  destr uctio n  an d dispo sal as 
descr ibed w hich exceeds the co st s r eco ver ed un der  subsectio n  (a). An y amo un t 
r eco ver ed fr o m the o w n er , lessee, o r  o per ato r  o f such vessel pur suan t  t o  this subsectio n  
to  r eco ver  co sts in  excess o f t he pr o ceeds fr o m the sale o r  dispo sit io n  o f such vessel 
shall be depo sited in  t he gen er al fun d o f t he Tr easur y o f t he Un ited St at es.  (33 U.S.C. 
415) 

 


