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 (5) An y o th er activity o n  th e waterways th at co uld co n ceivably 
en dan ger n avigatio n  o r a n avigatio n  structure sh all be 
repo rted to  th e n earest lo ck. 

(6) W h en ever it is n ecessary to  repo rt an  in ciden t in vo lvin g 
un co n tro lled, sun ken  o r sin kin g barges, th e cargo  in  th e 
barges sh all be accurately iden tified. 

 
(d) Preceden ce at lo cks. 

(1) Th e vessel arrivin g first at a lo ck sh all n o rm ally be first to  
lo ck th ro ugh , but preceden ce sh all be given  to  vessels 
belo n gin g to  th e Un ited States. Licen sed co m m ercial 
passen ger vessels o peratin g o n  a publish ed sch edule o r 
regularly o peratin g in  th e “fo r h ire” trade sh all h ave 
preceden ce o ver cargo  to ws an d like craft. Co m m ercial cargo  
to ws sh all h ave preceden ce o ver recreatio n al craft, except as 
described in  paragraph  (f) o f th is sectio n . 

(2) Arrival po sts o r m arkers m ay be establish ed ash o re abo ve 
an d/o r belo w th e lo cks.  Vessels arrivin g at o r o ppo site such  
po sts o r m arkers will be co n sidered as h avin g arrived at th e 
lo cks with in  th e m ean in g o f th is paragraph . Preceden ce m ay 
be establish ed visually o r by radio  co m m un icatio n . Th e 
lo ckm aster m ay prescribe such  departure fro m  th e n o rm al 
o rder o f preceden ce as in  h is judgm en t is warran ted to  
ach ieve best lo ck utiliz atio n . 

 
(e) Un n ecessary delay at lo cks.  

Masters an d pilo ts m ust use every precautio n  to  preven t 
un n ecessary delay in  en terin g o r leavin g lo cks. Vessels failin g to  
en ter lo cks with  reaso n able pro m ptn ess wh en  sign aled to  do  so  
sh all lo se th eir turn . Rearran gin g o r switch in g o f barges in  th e 
lo cks o r in  appro ach es is pro h ibited un less appro ved o r directed by 
th e lo ckm aster. Th is is n o t m ean t to  curtail “ jackkn ifin g” o r set-
o vers wh ere n o rm ally practiced. 

 
(f) Lo ckage o f recreatio n al craft.   

In  o rder to  fully utiliz e th e capacity o f th e lo ck, th e lo ckage o f 
recreatio n al craft sh all be expedited by lo ckin g th em  th ro ugh  with  
co m m ercial craft, pro vided Th at bo th  parties agree to  jo in t use o f 
th e ch am ber. W h en  recreatio n al craft are lo cked sim ultan eo usly 
with  co m m ercial to ws, th e lo ckm aster will direct, wh en ever 
practicable, th at th e recreatio n al craft en ter th e lo ck an d depart 
wh ile th e to w is secured in  th e lo ck. Recreatio n al craft will n o t be 
lo cked th ro ugh  with  vessels carryin g vo latile cargo es o r o th er 
substan ces likely to  em it to xic o r explo sive vapo rs. If th e lo ckage 
o f recreatio n al craft can n o t be acco m plish ed with in  th e tim e 
required fo r th ree o th er lo ckages, a separate lo ckage o f 
recreatio n al craft sh all be m ade. Recreatio n al craft o perato rs are 
advised th at m an y lo cks h ave a pull ch ain  lo cated at each  en d o f 
th e lo ck wh ich  sign als th e lo ckm aster th at lo ckage is desired. 
Furth erm o re, m an y Mississippi River lo cks utiliz e a stro be ligh t 

at th e lo ck to  sign al recreatio n al type vessels th at th e lo ck is 
ready fo r en try. Such  ligh ts are used  exclusively to  sign al 
recreatio n al craft.  

 
(g) Sim ultan eo us lo ckage o f to ws with  dan gero us cargo es.  

Sim ultan eo us lo ckage o f o th er to ws with  to ws carryin g dan gero us 
cargo es o r co n tain in g flam m able vapo rs n o rm ally will o n ly be 
perm itted wh en  th ere is agreem en t between  th e lo ckm aster an d 
bo th  vessel m asters th at th e sim ultan eo us lo ckage can  be 
executed safely. He sh all m ake a separate decisio n  each  tim e such  
actio n  seem s safe an d appro priate, pro vided: 
(1) Th e first vessel o r to w in  an d th e last vessel o r to w o ut are 

secured befo re th e o th er en ters o r leaves. 
(2) An y vessel o r to w carryin g dan gero us cargo es is n o t leakin g. 
(3) All m asters in vo lved h ave agreed to  th e jo in t use o f th e lo ck 

ch am ber. 
 
(h ) Statio n s wh ile awaitin g a lo ckage.  

Vessels awaitin g th eir turn  to  lo ck sh all rem ain  sufficien tly clear 
o f th e structure to  allo w un o bstructed departure fo r th e vessel 
leavin g th e lo ck.  Ho wever, to  th e exten t practicable un der th e 
prevailin g co n ditio n s, vessels an d to ws sh all po sitio n  th em selves 
so  as to  m in im iz e appro ach  tim e wh en  sign aled to  do  so . 

 
(i) Statio n s wh ile awaitin g access th ro ugh  n avigable pass.  

W h en  n avigable dam s are up o r are in  th e pro cess o f bein g raised 
o r lo wered, vessels desirin g to  use th e pass sh all wait o utside th e 
lim its o f th e appro ach  po in ts un less auth o riz ed o th erwise by th e 
lo ckm aster. 

 
(j) Sign als.  

Sign als fro m  vessels sh all o rdin arily be by wh istle; sign als fro m  
lo cks to  vessels sh all be by wh istle, an o th er so un d device, o r 
visual m ean s. W h en  a wh istle is used, lo n g blasts o f th e wh istle 
sh all n o t exceed 10 seco n ds an d sh o rt blasts o f th e wh istle sh all 
n o t exceed 3 seco n ds. W h ere a lo ck is n o t pro vided with  a so un d o r 
visual sign al in stallatio n , th e lo ckm aster will in dicate by vo ice o r 
by th e wave o f a h an d wh en  th e vessel m ay en ter o r leave th e 
lo ck.  Vessels m ust appro ach  th e lo cks with  cautio n  an d sh all n o t 
en ter n o r leave th e lo ck un til sign aled to  do  so  by th e lo ckm aster.  
Th e fo llo win g lo ckage sign als are prescribed: 
(1) So un d sign als by m ean s o f a wh istle. Th ese sign als apply at 

eith er a sin gle lo ck o r twin  lo cks. 
(i)  Vessels desirin g lo ckage sh all o n  appro ach in g a lo ck give 

th e fo llo win g sign als at a distan ce o f n o t m o re th an  o n e 
m ile fro m  th e lo ck; 
(a) If a sin gle lo ckage o n ly is required: On e lo n g blast 

o f th e wh istle fo llo wed by o n e sh o rt blast. 
(b) If a do uble lo ckage is required: On e lo n g blast o f 

th e wh istle fo llo wed by two  sh o rt blasts. 

(ii)  W h en  th e lo ck is ready fo r en tran ce, th e lo ck will give 
th e fo llo win g sign als: 
(a)  On e lo n g blast o f th e wh istle in dicates perm issio n  

to  en ter th e lo ck ch am ber in  th e case o f a sin gle 
lo ck o r to  en ter th e lan dward ch am ber in  th e case 
o f twin  lo cks. 

(b)  Two  lo n g blasts o f th e wh istle in dicates perm issio n  
to  en ter th e riverward ch am ber in  th e case o f twin  
lo cks. 

(iii)  Perm issio n  to  leave th e lo cks will be in dicated by th e 
fo llo win g sign als given  by th e lo ck: 
(a)  On e sh o rt blast o f th e wh istle in dicates perm issio n  

to  leave th e lo ck ch am ber in  th e case o f a sin gle 
lo ck o r to  leave th e lan dward ch am ber in  th e case 
o f twin  lo cks. 

(b)  Two  sh o rt blasts o f th e wh istle in dicates perm issio n  
to  leave th e riverward ch am ber in  th e case o f twin  
lo cks. 

(iv)  Fo ur o r m o re sh o rt blasts o f th e lo ck wh istle delivered in  
rapid successio n  will be used as a m ean s o f attractin g 
atten tio n , to  in dicate cautio n , an d to  sign al dan ger. Th is 
sign al will be used to  attract th e atten tio n  o f th e captain  
an d crews o f vessels usin g o r appro ach in g th e lo ck o r 
n avigatin g in  its vicin ity an d to  in dicate th at so m eth in g 
un usual in vo lvin g dan ger o r requirin g special cautio n  is 
h appen in g o r is abo ut to  take place. W h en  th is sign al is 
given  by th e lo ck, th e captain s an d crews o f vessels in  
th e vicin ity sh all im m ediately beco m e o n  th e alert to  
determ in e th e reaso n  fo r th e sign al an d sh all take th e 
n ecessary steps to  co pe with  th e situatio n . 

(2) Lo ck sign al ligh ts.  At lo cks wh ere den sity o f traffic o r o th er 
lo cal co n ditio n s m ake it advisable, th e so un d sign als fro m  th e 
lo ck will be supplem en ted by sign al ligh ts. Flash in g ligh ts 
(sh o win g a o n e-seco n d flash  fo llo wed by a two -seco n d eclipse) 
will be lo cated o n  o r n ear each  en d o f th e lan d wall to  co n tro l 
use o f a sin gle lo ck o r o f th e lan dward lo ck o f do uble lo cks.  In  
additio n , at do uble lo cks, in terrupted flash in g ligh ts 
(sh o win g a o n e-seco n d flash , a o n e-seco n d eclipse an d a o n e-
seco n d flash , fo llo wed by a th ree-seco n d eclipse) will be 
lo cated o n  o r n ear each  en d o f th e in term ediate wall to  
co n tro l use o f th e riverward lo ck. Navigatio n  will be go vern ed 
as fo llo ws: 
(i)  Red ligh t. Lo ck can n o t be m ade ready im m ediately. 

Vessel sh all stan d clear. 
(ii)  Am ber ligh t. Lo ck is bein g m ade ready. Vessel m ay 

appro ach  but un der full co n tro l. 
(iii)  Green  ligh t. Lo ck is ready fo r en tran ce. 
(iv)  Green  an d am ber. Lo ck is ready fo r en tran ce but gates 

can n o t be recessed co m pletely. Vessel m ay en ter un der 
full co n tro l an d with  extrem e cautio n . 


