U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

(5) Any other activity on the waterways that could conceivably
endanger navigation or a navigation structure shall be
reported to the nearest lock.

(6) Whenever it is necessary to report an incident involving
uncontrolled, sunken or sinking barges, the cargo in the
barges shall be accurately identified.

(d) Precedence at locks.

(1) The vesselarriving first at a lock shall normally be first to
lock through, but precedence shall be given to vessels
belonging tothe United States. Licensed commercial
passenger vessels operating on a published schedule or
regularly operating in the “for hire”trade shall have
precedence over cargotows and like craft. Commercial cargo
tows shall have precedence over recreational craft, except as
described in paragraph (f) ofthis section.

(2) Arrival posts or markers maybe established ashore above
and/or below the locks. Vessels arriving at or opposite such
posts or markers will be considered as having arrived at the
locks within the meaning of this paragraph. Precedence may
be established visually or by radio communication. The
lockmaster may prescribe such departure from the normal
order of precedence as in his judgment is warranted to
achieve best lock utilization.

(e) Unnecessary delay at locks.
Masters and pilots must use every precaution to prevent
unnecessary delay in entering or leaving locks. Vessels failingto
enter locks with reasonable promptness when signaled todo so
shall lose their turn. Rearranging or switching of barges in the
locks or in approaches is prohibited unless approved or directed by
the lockmaster. This is not meant to curtail “jackknifing” or set-
overs where normally practiced.

(f) Lockage of recreational craft.
In order to fully utilize the capacity ofthe lock, the locka ge of
recreational craft shall be expedited by locking them through with
commercial craft, provided That both parties agree to joint use of
the chamber. When recreational craft are locked simultaneously
with commercial tows, the lockmaster will direct, whenever
practicable, that the recreational craft enter the lock and depart
while the tow is secured in the lock. Recreational craft will not be
locked through with vessels carrying volatile cargoes or other
substances likely to emit toxic or explosive vapors. Ifthe locka ge
of recreational craft cannot be accomplished within the time
required for three other lockages, a separate lockage of
recreational craft shall be made. Recreational craft operators are
advised that many locks have a pull chain located at each end of
the lock which signals the lockmaster that lockage is desired.
Furthermore, many Mississippi River locks utilizea strobe light
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at the lock tosignal recreational type vessels that the lock is
ready for entry. Such lights are used exclusively tosignal
recreational craft.

Simultaneous lock age of tows with dangerous cargoes.
Simultaneous lockage of other tows with tows carrying dangerous
cargoes or containing flammable vapors normally will only be
permitted when there is agreement between the lockmaster and
both vessel masters that the simultaneous lockage can be
executed safely. He shall make a separate decision each time such
action seems safe and appropriate, provided:
(1) The first vessel or tow in and the last vessel or tow out are
secured before the other enters or leaves.
(2) Any vesselor tow carrying dangerous cargoes is not leaking.
(3) All masters involved have agreed tothe joint use of the lock
chamber.

Stations while awaiting a lock age.

Vessels awaiting their turn tolock shall remain sufficiently clear
of the structure to allow unobstructed departure for the vessel
leaving the lock. However, tothe extent practicable under the
prevailing conditions, vessels and tows shall position themselves
so as to minimize approach time when signaled to do so.

Stations while awaiting access through navigable pass.

When navigable dams are up or are in the process of being raised
or lowered, vessels desiring touse the pass shall wait outside the
limits of the approach points unless authorized otherwise by the

lockmaster.

Signals.
Signals from vessels shall ordinarily be by whistle; signals from
locks to vessels shall be by whistle, another sound device, or
visual means. When a whistle is used, long blasts of the whistle
shall not exceed 10 seconds and short blasts of the whistle shall
not exceed 3 seconds. Where a lock is not provided with a sound or
visual signal installation, the lockmaster will indicate by voice or
by the wave of a hand when the vessel may enter or leave the
lock. Vessels must approach the locks with caution and shall not
enter nor leave the lock until signaled todoso by the lockmaster.
The following locka ge signals are prescribed:
(1) Sound signals by means of a whistle. These signals apply at
either a single lock or twin locks.

(i) Vessels desiring lockage shall on approaching a lock give
the following signals at a distance of not more than one
mile from the lock;

(a) Ifa single lockage only is required: One long blast
of the whistle followed by one short blast.

(b) Ifa double lockage is required: One long blast of
the whistle followed by two short blasts.
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(ii) When the lock is ready for entrance, the lock will give
the following signals:

(a) One long blast ofthe whistle indicates permission
to enter the lock chamber in the case ofa single
lock or to enter the landward chamber in the case
oftwin locks.

(b) Two long blasts of the whistle indicates permission
to enter the riverward chamber in the case of twin
locks.

(iii) Permission toleave the locks will be indicated by the
following signals given by the lock:

(a) One short blast of the whistle indicates permission
to leave the lock chamber in the case of a single
lock or to leave the landward chamber in the case
oftwin locks.

(b) Two short blasts of the whistle indicates permission
to leave the riverward chamber in the case of twin
locks.

(iv) Four or more short blasts of the lock whistle delivered in
rapid succession will be used as a means of attracting
attention, toindicate caution, and tosignal danger. This
signal will be used to attract the attention of the captain
and crews of vessels using or approaching the lock or
navigating in its vicinity and to indicate that something
unusualinvolving danger or requiring special caution is
happening or is about totake place. When this signal is
given by the lock, the captains and crews of vessels in
the vicinity shall immediately become on the alert to
determine the reason for the signal and shall take the
necessary steps to cope with the situation.

(2) Lock signal lights. At locks where density of traffic or other
local conditions make it advisable, the sound signals from the
lock will be supplemented by signal lights. Flashing lights
(showing a one-second flash followed by a two-second eclipse)
will be located on or near each end of the land wall to control
use ofa single lock or of the landward lock of double locks. In
addition, at double locks, interrupted flashing lights
(showing a one-second flash, a one-second eclipse and a one-
second flash, followed by a three-second eclipse) will be
located on or near each end ofthe intermediate wall to
control use of the riverward lock. Navigation will be governed
as follows:

(i) Red light. Lock cannot be made ready immediately.
Vessel shall stand clear.

(ii) Amber light. Lock is being made ready. Vessel may
approach but under full control.

(iii) Green light. Lock is ready for entrance.

(iv) Green and amber. Lock is ready for entrance but gates
cannot berecessed completely. Vessel may enter under
full control and with extreme caution.
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