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 (5) Any oth er activity on  t he  waterways t hat  cou ld  con ceivably 
endanger  na vigation  or  a  n avigation  st ruct ure  sh all  be 
r epor ted to th e  neares t lock. 

(6 ) Whenever it  is n ecessary to r epor t a n in ciden t in volving 
un cont rolled, sunken or sink ing barges, th e cargo in t he  
barges sha ll be accu rate ly ident ified. 

 
(d) Preceden ce at  locks. 

(1 ) The vessel ar r iving fir st  a t  a  lock s ha ll n ormally be fir s t  to 
lock t hrough , bu t pr ecedence sh all  be given  to ves sels 
belonging t o t he  Un ited St a tes . Licen sed  commercia l 
passenger  vessels op era tin g on  a  p ub lis hed sch edu le  or  
r egu lar ly op erat in g in  th e  “for  h ir e” tr ad e s hall h ave 
precedence over  cargo t ows and lik e cr aft . Commercia l cargo 
tows sh all h ave precedence over  r ecr eation al cr aft ,  except as 
descr ibed in p aragraph  (f) of t his section . 

(2 ) Ar r ival pos ts or  mark er s ma y b e establish ed ashore  above 
and/or below th e lock s.  Vessels ar r iving a t or  oppos ite  su ch 
posts or  marker s will  be con sid ered  as h aving ar r ived a t th e 
locks within  th e mean ing of th is paragraph. P recedence may 
be esta blished visu ally or  by r ad io communication . The 
lockmast er  may prescr ibe  su ch d ep ar tu r e from  th e  normal 
ord er  of p recedence as in  h is ju dgmen t is warr a nted to 
ach ieve best lock  u til iza tion . 

 
(e) Un neces sary  delay  at lock s.  

Mas ter s and  pilots mu st u se every p recau tion  to pr even t 
u nnecessary d elay in  ent er ing or  leaving locks . Vessels fa ilin g t o 
en ter  locks with  r eason able promptn ess when sign aled t o do so 
sh all  lose  th eir tu rn. Rear r anging or  swit ching of barges in th e 
locks or  in a pproaches is prohibit ed un less approved or  directed by 
th e  lockmaster . Th is  is n ot mean t t o cu r ta il “jackkn ifin g” or  se t-
over s where n orma lly p r acticed. 

 
(f) Lockage of recreation al craft .   

In  order to fu lly u til ize  th e  capacity of th e  lock, t he  locka ge of 
r ecr eation al craft  sha ll be expedited by locking t hem  th rough  with  
commercia l cr aft , provided Th at both  p arties agree to join t u se  of 
th e  ch am ber. When  r ecrea tion al cr aft  ar e  locked simultan eou sly 
with  commercia l tows, t he  lockmast er  will d ir ect , whenever  
pr acticable, t hat  th e r ecr eat iona l cr aft  ent er  th e  lock and dep ar t 
wh ile  th e t ow is secu red in  th e lock . Recreation al cr aft  will  not be  
locked t hrough  wit h vessels car rying vola t ile  cargoes or oth er  
substan ces likely t o em it t oxic or  explosive vapor s. I f th e  locka ge 
of r ecr eat ion al cr aft  cannot be  accomp lis hed wit hin  th e t ime 
r equir ed for  th r ee  ot her  lockages, a  separa te lock age of 
r ecr eation al cr aft  sha ll be made. Recreation al cr aft  op erator s ar e  
advised  th at many lock s ha ve a  p ull ch ain loca ted  a t each  end of 
th e  lock  which sign als  th e lockmas ter th at lock age is desir ed. 
Fu r th ermore, many Mississip pi River  lock s u tilize a  strobe ligh t 

a t  t he  lock t o s ign al r ecreation al type ves sels th at t he  lock is 
r eady for  en try. Su ch  light s ar e u sed  exclu sively t o sign al 
r ecr eation al cr aft .  

 
(g) S im u lt aneou s lock age of tows w it h d an gerous ca rgoes.  

Simu lt aneou s lock age of ot her tows with tows car rying d angerou s 
cargoes or  con tain ing flammab le  va por s normally will  on ly be 
perm itted when  th ere  is agreemen t between t he  lockma ster  a nd  
bot h  vessel mast er s th at  th e simu ltan eou s lock age can  be  
execut ed  safe ly. He sh all make a  sep arate  decision  each  t ime s uch 
action  seems safe and  app ropr ia te , provided: 
(1) The fir s t  vessel or  tow in  and th e  last  vessel or  tow ou t ar e  

secu red  before  th e oth er  en ter s or  leaves. 
(2) Any vessel or tow car rying dangerou s cargoes is not leak ing. 
(3) All ma sters in volved ha ve agreed t o t he  join t u se  of th e lock  

ch amber . 
 
(h ) S tation s w h ile aw aitin g a lock age.  

Vess els  awa iting th eir turn  t o lock sh all remain su fficien tly clear  
of th e  stru ctu re to a llow unobs truct ed dep ar tu r e for  the  ves sel 
leaving th e  lock.  H owever,  to t he  exten t p r acticable  under  th e  
pr evailin g condition s, vessels and tows sh all position  th emselves 
so as to m in im ize a pproach time when sign aled to do so.  

 
(i) S tation s w h ile aw aitin g access th rou gh  n avigable p ass.  

When  na vigable d ams ar e u p or ar e  in  th e process of being r a ised 
or  lowered, vessels desir in g to u se  th e pass sh all wait ou ts ide th e 
lim its of th e a pproach poin ts u n less au thor ized  ot herwise  by th e 
lockmast er . 

 
(j) S ign als .  

Sign als  from  vessels s ha ll ordin ar ily be by wh ist le ; sign als from  
locks t o vessels sh all be  by whistle, anoth er  sound  device,  or  
visu al mean s. When  a  wh ist le is u sed, long bla sts of t he  whistle 
sh all  not exceed 10  seconds and short  bla sts of t he  whistle sh all 
not exceed 3 s econd s. Where a  lock  is  not p rovided  with  a  sound or  
visu al sign al in sta lla tion,  th e lockmaster will  in dicate by voice  or 
by th e wave of a  h and when  th e vessel may ent er  or  leave t he  
lock.  Vessels mu st approach the  locks  with  cau tion  and sh all  n ot 
en ter  n or  leave th e lock  unt il  sign aled to d o so by th e  lockmast er .  
Th e following locka ge sign als ar e  pr escribed: 
(1) Sou n d signals by  m ea ns  of a w histle. These  sign als apply a t 

eith er  a  s in gle  lock or  twin  locks. 
(i)  Vessels d esir in g lockage sh all on approaching a  lock give 

t he  following sign als a t  a  d ista nce of n ot  more  th an  on e 
m ile  from  th e lock ; 
(a) I f a  sin gle  lock age only is r equ ir ed: One long bla st 

of th e wh istle followed  by on e shor t blast. 
(b) I f a  doub le lock age is r equ ir ed: One long blast  of 

th e  wh istle  followed by two shor t blast s. 

(ii)  When  th e  lock is r eady for  entr a nce, th e lock will give 
t he  following s ign als: 
(a)  One long bla st of t he  whistle ind icates perm iss ion 

to enter  th e  lock ch amber  in  th e case  of a  sin gle  
lock  or  to en t er  th e  landward ch amber  in  th e ca se 
of t win locks. 

(b)  Two long blast s of th e  wh is tle  in dicates permission  
to enter  th e r iverward ch amber  in  th e  ca se of twin  
lock s. 

(ii i)  P erm iss ion t o leave th e lock s will be  in dicated by t he  
following sign als given by th e lock : 
(a)  One shor t  blas t of t he  wh istle  in dicates perm ission  

to leave th e lock  ch amber  in  t he  case of a  single 
lock  or  to leave th e landward ch amber  in th e case  
of t win locks. 

(b)  Two shor t blasts  of th e wh is tle  in dicates permission  
to leave th e r iverward ch amber  in the  case  of twin 
lock s. 

(iv)  F ou r  or  more shor t bla sts of the  lock wh ist le  delivered in  
r ap id s uccession  will  be used as  a  mean s of a ttr act in g 
a t tent ion, to in dicat e cau tion , and to s ign al danger . This 
sign al will be  u sed  to a ttr act  th e a t tent ion of th e cap ta in 
and crews of vess els u sin g or approaching the  lock  or  
n avigatin g in its vicin it y and to in dicate  th at somet hing 
unu sua l involving d anger  or  r equ ir ing sp ecia l cau tion  is 
h appen ing or  is a bou t t o t ake place. When  t his sign al is 
given  by th e  lock, t he  capt a in s and cr ews of vessels in  
t he  vicin ity sh all immediate ly become on  th e a lert  to 
determ in e t he  r eason  for  t he  sign al and sh all ta ke th e 
n ecessary st ep s to cope with  th e  situ at ion. 

(2) L ock  sign al light s.  At lock s where den sit y of tr affic or  oth er 
loca l cond ition s make it  advisable, t he  sound sign als from  th e 
lock  will be  supplement ed by sign al light s. Flash ing light s 
(showing a  on e-second flas h followed by a  two-second eclipse) 
will be locat ed on  or  n ear  each  end  of th e land wall to con trol 
u se  of a  s in gle  lock or  of th e landward lock  of double  locks.  In  
addition , a t  d ouble lock s, in ter rup ted flash ing ligh ts 
(showing a  on e-second flas h, a on e-second eclipse  and a  one-
s econd  flash , followed by a  t hree-second eclipse) will be 
loca ted  on  or near  each  end of th e  in termediate  wa ll  to 
con trol u se of th e r iverward lock. Navigat ion will be governed 
as  follows: 
(i)  Red ligh t . Lock  cannot be  made ready immediate ly. 

Vessel sh all st and  clear . 
(ii)  Am ber light . Lock  is being made r eady. Vessel may 

approach bu t  under  full con trol. 
(ii i)  Green light.  Lock  is r eady for  en tr an ce. 
(iv)  Green an d am ber. Lock  is ready for  en tr an ce but  gates 

cannot  be r ecessed complete ly. Vessel may ent er  u nder  
fu ll  con trol and with extr eme cau tion . 




