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SECTION 19 
 
(a ) Th at  wh enever t he naviga tion  of an y r iver , lake, h a rbor, sou nd, bay, cana l, or  oth er  
n avigable wat ers of t he Un ited St a tes sh all be obst ructed or  en dangered by an y su nken  
vessel, boa t, wa ter  cr aft, ra ft , or  oth er  sim ila r  obs tru ction , an d such  obst ruction  ha s 
exist ed for  a  longer  period t han th ir ty days, or  wh enever the abandonment  of su ch 
obst ruct ion can be lega lly established in  a less space of t ime, th e sunk en vessel, boat, 
wa ter  cra ft , r aft, or  other  obst ruct ion sha ll be subject  t o be br oken up, removed, sold, or  
ot herwise disposed of by th e Secret ary of War a t his discretion , withou t liabilit y for  any 
damage to th e owners of t he same:  Provided, Tha t in h is discretion , t he Secreta ry of 
War  m ay cau se rea sonable not ice of su ch obstr uct ion of n ot less th an  t hir ty days , 
u nless th e lega l abandonment  of th e obst ruct ion can  be established in  a less time, to be 
given by publica tion, addressed ‘‘To whom  it may con cern,’’ in a  n ewspaper  pu blish ed 
n ear est to th e loca lit y of t he obs tru ction , requir in g th e remova l th ereof: An d prov ided 
also, Tha t th e Secreta ry of War may, in  his  discret ion , a t or  aft er  t he time of giving 
such  notice, cau se sealed proposals to be solicited by public adver tisement , giving 
r ea son able n ot ice of n ot less th an  t en days, for  the remova l of su ch obstru ction a s soon   
a s poss ible a fter  t he expirat ion of t he above specified thir ty days’ n otice, in  ca se it h as  
n ot in  t he meant ime been so removed, th ese proposa ls and cont ra cts, a t his discretion , 
t o be condition ed t ha t su ch vessel, boat , wa ter  cra ft,  r aft, or  other  obst ruct ion, and all 
cargo an d propert y cont ained th er ein, sh all become the property of th e contra ctor , and 
t he cont ract sh all be awarded to th e bidder  m aking t he  proposit ion mos t advantageou s 
t o t he Un ited Sta tes: Prov ided, Tha t su ch bidder sh all give sa tisfact ory secu rit y to 
execut e t he work: Provided furth er, Tha t any mon ey received from  the sa le of any such 
wreck, or  from any con tra ctor  for  t he removal of wrecks, un der  t his par agraph sha ll be 
covered int o the Trea su ry of t he Un ited St a tes.   
 
(b) Th e owner, lessee, or  opera tor  of such vessel, boa t, wat ercra ft , ra ft, or  other  
obst ruct ion a s descr ibed in th is section sha ll be liable to th e United St at es for  t he cost  
of removal or  dest ruct ion and disposal as  described wh ich  exceeds th e costs re covered 
u nder su bsection  (a ). Any amoun t recovered from the owner, lessee, or  opera tor  of such  
vessel pu rsu an t to th is  subsect ion t o recover costs  in  excess  of the proceeds  from th e 
sale or  disposit ion  of su ch vessel sh a ll be deposited in  the gen era l fu nd of t he Trea sury 
of th e Unit ed Sta tes .  (33 U.S.C. 414) 
 

SE CTION 20 
 
(a) Tha t u nder  emergency, in  the ca se of an y vessel, boa t, wa ter  cra ft , or  ra ft, or  other  
similar  obst ruct ion , sinking or groundin g, or  bein g un necessa rily delayed in any 
Governmen t can al or  lock, or  in any n avigable wat ers men tion ed in sect ion n inet een, in 
su ch m anner a s to st op, se r ious ly interfere with , or  specia lly en danger n aviga tion, in  
th e opinion of t he Secr etar y of War, or  an y agen t of t he United St at es to whom t he 
Secreta ry m ay delega te proper  au thor ity, t he Secr et a ry of War or  any such agent  sha ll 
h ave t he r ight  t o t ake immediate possession of such  boa t, vessel, or  other  wa ter  cra ft , 
or  ra ft , so fa r  as  to remove or  to dest roy it  an d t o clea r  immediat ely th e can al, lock, or  
n avigable water s aforesa id of the obstru ction  th ereby cau sed, using h is best  judgment 
to prevent any unn ecessa ry inju ry; and no one sh a ll in terfere with or prevent su ch 
remova l or  des tru ction : Provided, Tha t th e officer  or agen t cha rged with  the remova l or  
dest ruct ion of an  obst ruct ion  u nder th is section  m ay in  h is discret ion give not ice in  
writ ing to the owners  of any such  obst ruction  r equ ir in g th em to remove it: And 
prov ided fu rth er, That  the a ctu al expense, in clu ding adminis tra tive expen ses, of 
removin g any such  obst ruct ion a s a foresaid sha ll be a  ch a rge aga ins t su ch cra ft and 
ca rgo; and if the owners t hereof fa il or  refu se to reimburse t he Un ited Sta tes for  such 
expen se with in  t hir ty days  a fter  notifica tion , t hen  t he officer  or  agen t aforesa id may 
sell th e cr aft or  ca rgo, or  any pa rt th ereof t ha t may not  h ave been  des troyed in 
remova l, an d t he proceeds of such  sale sha ll be covered in to th e Treasury of th e Unit ed 
Sta tes.  
 
 (c) Th e owner, lessee, or  oper ator  of su ch vessel, boa t, wat ercra ft , ra ft, or  other  
obstru ct ion a s described in  this sect ion sha ll be liable to th e Unit ed Sta te s for  th e 
a ctu al cost, in clu ding adm inistra tive cost s, of removal or  des truction  an d disposa l a s 
described which exceeds the cost s recover ed u nder su bsection  (a ). Any amoun t 
recovered from th e owner, lessee, or  opera tor  of such  vessel pursuant  t o this su bsection  
to recover costs  in excess of t he proceeds from th e sale or  disposit ion of such  vessel 
sh a ll be depos ited in  t he genera l fu nd of t he Trea sur y of t he United St at es.  (33  U.S.C. 
415 ) 
 




