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(Commonly Known as THE “RIVERS AND HARBORS APPROPRIATION ACT OF 1899”) 
(Sect ions  15, 16, 1 9 & 20) 

 
 

 CHAP. 425.—An  Act Making a ppropr ia t ions  for  th e con stru ction , r epa ir , and 
preserva tion of cer ta in  public work s on  r iver s and h arbor s, and for  oth er  p urposes. 
 

* * * * * * * 
SECTION 15 
  
Tha t it  sha ll n ot be lawful t o t ie up or  an chor vessels or  other  cra ft in  n avigable 
channels in  such  a m anner a s to preven t or  obs truct th e pa ssage of other  vessels or  
craft; or  to sink, or  permit  or  cau se to be su nk , vessels or  other  cr aft in  navigable 
channels; or  to floa t  loose timber and logs, or  to float  wh at  is known a s  sack r afts  of 
t imber an d logs  in s treams or  ch an nels  act ua lly naviga ted by steamboat s in  su ch 
m anners  a s t o obst ruct , impede, or  en danger naviga tion . And wh enever a  vessel, raft, 
or  ot her  cra ft  is wrecked an d sun k in a  navigable chann el, it  sh all be t he dut y of t he 
owner, lessee, or  opera tor  of such su nken cr aft to immedia tely ma rk it wit h a  bu oy or  
beacon during t he day an d a light ed lantern  at  night , a nd to ma in ta in  such  ma rks u nt il 
t he su nken  craft is  removed or  abandon ed, and th e neglect or  fa ilure of t he sa id owner, 
lessee, or  operat or  so t o do sha ll be un lawful; a n d it sh all be th e duty of th e owner, 
lessee, or  operat or  of su ch su nken craft to commence th e immediat e remova l of t he 
same, and prosecu te su ch remova l diligent ly, and failur e t o do so sh all be con sidered a s 
an aban donmen t of su ch cr aft a nd su bject  the same t o r emova l by the Un it ed Sta tes  a s 
h erein after  provided for .  (33 U.S.C. 409) 

SE CTION 16 
 
Th at  every person  an d every corpora tion th at  sha ll viola te, or  th at  sha ll knowin gly aid, 
abet , a u thorize, or  ins tiga te a viola tion of t he provis ions  of sect ions  13, 14, 15, 19, an d 
20 of this Act sha ll be guilt y of a  misdemeanor, and on  conviction  ther eof sh all be 
pu nished by a fine of up to $25,000 per  day, or  by imprisonment (in  t he ca se of a  
n at ura l person ) for  not less th an  thir ty days  nor  more th an one yea r , or  by both  such 
fin e and imprisonment , in th e discret ion of t he cou rt; one-ha lf of sa id fine to be pa id to 
th e person or  person s givin g in format ion which sh all lead to conviction. And any an d 
every master , pilot, an d en gineer , or  per son or  person s act ing in such  capacit y, 
respectively, on board of an y boat or  vessel who sh a ll kn owingly n gage in  towing an y 
scow, boat, or  vessel loaded with  any ma teria l specified in section  t hir teen of this Act to 
any point or  pla ce of deposit or  disch a rge in  an y ha rbor or  n avigable wat er , elsewhere 
th an with in t he lim its  defined an d permitt ed by t he Secreta ry of War , or  who sh a ll 
willfully in jure or  destr oy an y work of th e United St at es cont empla ted in section 
fourt een of th is  Act , or  who sha ll willfully obstru ct t he chann el of any wa terway in  the 
manner cont empla ted in section  fifteen of th is Act , sha ll be deemed guilty of a viola tion 
of this Act, an d sh all upon  conviction  be pun ish ed as  h erein before provided in t his 
section , and sh a ll a lso h ave his  licen se revoked or  su spended for  a term  t o be fixed by 
th e judge before whom  tr ied and convicted. And any boa t, vessel, scow, r aft, or  other  
cra ft used or  employed in viola tin g any of th e provis ions  of sections 13, 14, 15, 19, and 
20 of this Act sha ll be liable for  t he pecun ia ry pena lt ies specified in th is section , and in  
addition th ereto for  th e amoun t of th e damages  don e by said boa t, vessel, scow, raft, or  
oth er  cra ft , which la tt er  sum sha ll be pla ced to th e credit of t he appr opr ia tion  for  th e 
improvemen t of t he ha rbor or  wa terway in  wh ich t he damage occurred, and sa id boa t, 
vessel, scow, ra ft , or  oth er  cra ft  m ay be proceeded against  summarily by way of libel in  
any distr ict cou rt of t he Un ited Sta tes h aving jurisdiction  t hereof.  (33 U.S.C. 411, 412) 

 




