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and railroads competed for the reservation
lands, forcing the Indians to move to Indian
Territory in Oklahoma in 1868. As the
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our public lands. They will thank you for it. operate Hillsdale Lake under the State Park

completed in 1982 at a cost of $61 million.
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Controlling a drainage area of more than
144 square miles, Hillsdale Lake provides
flood protection along Bull Creek. It also
assist with flood control along the Marais des

Cygnes, Osage and Missouri Rivers.

The lake is the leading water supplier
to the local area. It provides millions of
gallons of water each day to residential
and municipal users. The lake
improves water quality downstream
and provides recreation

Recreation

Hillsdale Lake offers a wide variety of
recreational opportunities on more than
8000 acres of land and 4580 acres of water.
Corps of Engineer lakes were constructed as
multipurpose projects with activities such as
Fishing, Boating, Hunting, Shooting Sports,
Camping, Swimming, Hiking, Equestrian
riding, picnicking, Archery, and flying model
airplanes available to the public.

The Kansas Department of Wildlife,
Parks and Tourism leased the lake and has
the responsibility to develop and maintain
the recreation and wildlife areas. Modern
and primitive campgrounds, boat ramps,
beaches for swimming and wind surfing,
shelter houses, and parking facilities are
available within Hillsdale State Park. State
Park Permits are required to use the facilities.

Over 70% percent of the standing timber

» _was left in the lake to provide fisheries and
wildlife benefits. As the lake ages, many

~ of the standing trees are disappearing.

-~ Game fish include Crappie,

Largemouth Bass, Walleye, White
Bass, Bluegill and Caftfish.

“ Wildlife includes Whitetail Deer,

Wild Turkey, Ducks and Geese,

- Bobwhite Quail, Cottontail

Rabbits, Squirrels, Bald Eagles,

- Raccoons, Skunks and a wide

variety of birds, snakes, turtles,

B and insects.

State Park Camping

Hillsdale State Park provides a family
friendly camping experience with camping
facilities to meet your needs. Reservations
are available through ReserveAmerica.com.

Hillsdale Camping facilities are managed
by the Kansas State Park System. State Park
Vehicle permits and camping fees can be
taken care of at Camp Host sites or at self
pay stations located within the park.

Primitive sites and campsites with water
and electricity are available in the Russell
Crites Area. The Saddleridge Equestrian
area provides campsites for people with their
horses. The campgrounds have restrooms,
shower buildings , playgrounds, beaches,
hiking trails and shelterhouses for campers.
A campground is also available to Scout
groups and other organized groups. “Lets
Go Camping and enjoy a night with your
family and friends under the stars”

Hillsdale Range
and Training Facility,

A place to learn and enjoy proper gun
handling skills is here. A public shooting
range is located below the dam. 50, 100
and 200 yard ranges are available for
rifle and pistol shooting. Trap and skeet is
available for shotgun shooters. The area is
managed by a volunteer group and state
park fees apply to this area. Daily and
annual memberships are available. www.
hillsdalerange.org

Waterfowl Refuge, Youth-
Mentor Area , Wetlands ,
Physically Challenged
Hunting Areas

On the north end of the lake is a
Waterfowl Refuge. It is closed to the public
October 1 thru January 15. This area
. provides migratory birds with a feeding and

o resting area during their migration south
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~and again in the spring when they head to
~ northern breeding grounds. A Youth Mentor
. Area has been set aside to give our future
- outdoorsmen and women a special place

to enjoy the outdoors . The area is restricted
to young hunters and their mentors and
for people that are thinking about getting

~ back into hunting. Wetlands have been

constructed around the lake to provide
wetland habitats for many species of wildlife
- and to provide hunting opportunities .

Contact the state park office for
~ “designated physically challenged hunting

areas and special hunt opportunities.

Plant and Animal Life

Located in the transition zone between
the prairie lands of the west and the mixed
hardwood forests of the east, the project area
has a great diversity of plant communities that
support an abundance of wildlife. In centuries
past, this zone has
undergone changes
as the climate
changed, favoring
either grassland or
forest. Today, the
prairie and forest
are in competition
in areas not
being utilized for
agriculture. These different habitats provide
homes for many kinds of wildlife, including
white-tailed deer, raccoon, beaver, squirrel,
rabbit, coyote and bobcat.

Birdwatchers will delight in the many species
of birds at the lake. The changing seasons
bring the promise of migrating waterfowl and
shorebirds that use Hillsdale Lake as a rest stop.
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